[image: image1.jpg]



MINISTRY OF FINANCE

Directorate for Finance and Contracting of the EU Assistance Funds
Contracting Authority's Clarifications
Call for Proposals “Enhancement of Business Environment and Competitiveness of Private Sector of Montenegro”
Publication reference: EuropeAid/138-552/ID/ACT/ME
The table below contains the answers to questions received to the functional e-mail address cfcu@mif.gov.me.
	Q1
	Following the publication of the call for proposal “Call for proposal – budget lines: IPA II – Annual Country Action Programme for Montenegro for the year 2014”, we would like to know whether International Organisations, as defined by article 43 of the Rules of application of the EU financial regulation and belonging to the UN system, are eligible as Lead Applicant or Co-Applicant.

	A1 
	As it is prescribed in the Section 2.2.4 - Further information about applications, of the Guidelines for grant applicants: “To ensure equal treatment of applicants, the Contracting Authority cannot give a prior opinion on the eligibility of lead applicants, co-applicants, affiliated entity(ies), an action or specific activities.”

Please note that, to be eligible, the lead applicant must fulfil all eligibility criteria as defined in the Section 2.1.1 of the Guidelines for Grant Applicants. Co-applicants must satisfy the eligibility criteria as applicable to the lead applicant himself.

	Q2
	Could you, please, provide us with the clarification to the Call for Applications announced by the Ministry of Finance of Montenegro – the Directorate for Finance and Contracting of the EU Assistance Funds (CFCU) – Reference: EuropeAid/138-552/ID/ACT/ME; Name: Enhancement of Business Environment and Competitiveness of Private Sector of Montenegro – Budget lines: IPA II – Annual Country Action Programme for Montenegro for the year 2014?

Namely, please, clarify the part referring to the eligibility of an applicant:

(1)
In order to be eligible for a grant, the lead applicant must:

· be a legal person, and

· be non-profit-making or profit making organisation which is aware that the grant cannot be used for making profit, and

· be an European Union Member State public sector institution/operator or statutory body, and 

· be directly responsible for the preparation and management of the action with the co-applicant(s) and affiliated entity(ies), if any, not acting as an intermediary, and

(2)
Potential applicants may not participate in calls for proposals or be awarded grants if they are in any of the situations listed in section 2.3.3 of the Practical Guide;

Our question refers to the following:
1. can an applicant be the Consortium where the leading partner will be a legal entity from EU, and a member of consortium (not leading partner) a legal entity from Montenegro?
2. can an applicant be a legal entity from EU, and a subcontractor a legal entity from Montenegro?

	A2
	Please refer to A1.
Also, please refer to the Section 2.1.3. of the Guidelines for Grant Applicants:

” Associates

Other organisations or individuals may be involved in the action. Such associates play a real role in the action but may not receive funding from the grant, with the exception of per diem or travel costs. Associates do not have to meet the eligibility criteria referred to in section 2.1.1. 

Contractors

The beneficiaries and their affiliated entities are permitted to award contracts. Associates or affiliated entity(ies) cannot be also contractors in the project. Contractors are subject to the procurement rules set out in Annex IV to the standard grant contract.”

	Q3
	I am writing to get your kind clarification on the Call for Proposals for Enhancement of Business Environment and Competitiveness of the Private Sector in Montenegro (Reference - EuropeAid/138-552/ID/ACT/ME).

The section 2.1.1. of the Guidelines for Applicants states that the Lead Applicant must be an EU member state public sector institution/operator or a statutory body, to be eligible for the grant. Does this mean that no private organizations (such as firms that are incorporated or limited liability companies) are eligible to apply for the grant?



	A3 
	Please refer to A1. 

	Q4
	We have some basic questions to the "EuropeAid/138-552/ID/ACT/ME" program and take reference to the Guidelines e3a from the EU.

1) Our Result:
The result will be: One of the most important elements to attract and promote innovative companies is the infrastructure. A core element of the result is the creation of this infrastructure for the most important areas, which are aimed at companies from all over Europe and also SME on side in order to settle in Montenegro: data protection, consumer rights and high-margin broadband connection (creating the prerequisite for all regions in Montenegro) and competition in the telecommunications market. We provide the necessary voaring conditions. From our point of view, these conditions agree with point one (Developed comprehensive strategic framework for Competitiveness and Innovation and established strategic and operational framework for Industrial and SME policy). Can you confirm this is in line?

	Q5
	2) Requirements and characteristics to a lead applicant
We refer to the IPA Guidelines e3a. There are included some information on an applicant on the program. These are unclear to us. We are a company based in Switzerland with extensive expertise in the context of telecommunications and would like to use it in the sense of Montenegro. We would like to receive a written confirmation as to whether we are qualified as applicants or applicants from the program point of view as an AG headquartered in Switzerland and can use the program in the sense of Montenegro.

	A4 
	Please refer to A1. 
The design of a proposal is the applicant’s task. The validity and relevance of the proposed activities for this Call for Proposals are to be demonstrated by an applicant in the proposal itself, and are to be checked during the evaluation stage. 
Please refer to Section 2.1.4 for list of types of actions that might be eligible under Result 1 of this Call for Proposals. However, please bear in mind that the activities listed there are by way of example only and are not limited to these types of activities.


	A5
	Please refer to A1.

	Q6
	As per the grant application form, paragraph 2.1.2 Methodology, we have to describe the main conclusions and recommendations of any evaluation carried out for previous actions. We identified several related projects in particular funded under IPA (Project BESRE – TA to improve the Business Environment for Small and Rural Enterprises (IPA 2008) and Project “Enhancing the competitiveness of local SMEs in Montenegro through cluster development” (IPA 2011)). As those documents are not publicly available and in order to deliver a relevant proposal, please could you share the evaluation carried out for the previous actions in the topics covered by the current Call for Proposals?

	A6
	The Directorate for Finance and Contracting of the EU Assistance Funds as the Contracting Authority does not have access to the evaluations carried out for the actions implemented under direct management. In addition, please bear in mind that documents related to evaluation of the actions are confidential. 
Please also note that the provision in Section 2.1.2 of Part B of the Grant Application Form refers to the evaluation of the actions previously implemented by the lead applicant, co-applicant(s) and affiliated entity(ies).

	Q7
	Guidelines for grant applicants – Paragraph 2.1.4 Eligible actions.
The activities under result 3 consist essentially on “preparing and designing the Competitiveness Support Grant Scheme and implementation of pilot competitiveness grant schemes for SMEs and clusters”. We understand that no grants including the pilot would be covered by the current contract. Please could you clarify what will be the available indicative budget dedicated to the Grant Scheme and if any priority target is identified?

	A7
	Please see Corrigendum no. 2.
Also, please refer to the Section 2.1.4 of the Guidelines for grant applicants:
“Financial support to third parties:
(…) In compliance with the present guidelines and notably of any conditions or restrictions in this section, the lead applicant should define mandatorily in section 2.1.1 of the grant application form: 
(i) the objectives and results to be obtained with the financial support 

(ii) the different types of activities eligible for financial support, on the basis of a fixed list 

(iii) the types of persons or categories of persons which may receive financial support  

(iv)
the criteria for selecting these entities and giving the financial support  

(v) the criteria for determining the exact amount of financial support for each third entity, and 

(vi) the maximum amount which may be given.”

	Q8 
	Concerning part 2.4 of the Guidelines “Submission of supporting documents for provisionally selected applications”, can you tell us what is exactly the difference between number 5 and number 6?
5. The decision of the lead applicant’s, of each co-applicant(s)’s and of each affiliated entity(s)’s (if any) managing bodies to implement the project with a nomination of the person(s) empowered to sign.
6. Notarised document with the name(s) of the person(s) empowered to represent the lead applicant, each co-applicant(s) and affiliated entity(ies) (if any); a decision of the Board of Directors, only if the person(s) to be appointed are not empowered with such responsibility within the Articles of legal status of the lead applicant, each co-applicant(s) and affiliated entity(ies); sample of signature(s), registered to the notary for representative(s) should be provided in original.”

Please, do you have any templates to send us for those two documents?

	A8
	Please refer to the Section 2.3 of the Guidelines for grant applicants:
“The eligibility verification will be performed on the basis of the supporting documents requested by the Contracting Authority (see section 2.4). It will only be performed for the applications that have been provisionally selected according to their score and within the available budget for this call for proposals.”

The supporting document referred to in the Section 2.4, point 5, of the Guidelines for grant applicants, refers to the decisions on implementation of the action, provided separately by the lead applicant, each co-applicant(s) and affiliated entity(ies), with the indication of person(s) empowered to sign. 
The supporting document in the Section 2.4, point 6, of the Guidelines for grant applicants, refers to the power of attorney for the person which will represent the Beneficiary(ies) for the action concerned.  
Please note that no specific templates are developed for the above-referred documents. 
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