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MONTENEGRO


MINISTRY OF FINANCE
THE DIRECTORATE FOR FINANCE AND CONTRACTING OF THE EU ASSISTANCE FUNDS


Contracting Authority's Clarifications
2nd Call for Proposals for the Cross-Border Cooperation Programme Montenegro- Albania for years 2016 and 2017, Reference: EuropeAid/162-527/ID/ACT/ME
The answers on questions raised by the potential grant applicants during the Information Sessions held in: Plav and Bar (2nd and 3rd April 2019) and Shkoder and Lezha (4th and 5th April 2019)
Also, the table contains the answers to questions received to the functional e-mail address cfpmne.al@mif.gov.me until 6th May, 15:00h.
	Q1
	How much in percentage the applicants are obliged to provide for co-financing  and how the pre-financing will be executed?

	A1
	As regards the co-financing, according to the article 1.3. of the Guidelines for grant applicants, any grant requested under this call for proposals must fall between the following minimum and maximum percentages of total eligible costs of the action:

•
Minimum percentage: 50% of the total eligible costs of the action.

•
Maximum percentage: 85 % of the total eligible costs of the action (see also Section 2.1.5).

The balance (i.e. the difference between the total cost of the action and the amount requested from the contracting authority) must be financed from sources other than the general budget of the Union. Therefore, the applicants are obliged to provide co-financing of minimum 15% of the total eligible costs of the action.
As regards pre-financing payment, according to art. 15.1 of the General conditions applicable to European Union-financed grant contracts for external actions (please refer to Annex G.II to the Guideline for grant applicants), the Contracting Authority must pay the grant to the coordinator following one of the payment procedures below, as set out in Article 4 of the special conditions.

Option 1: Actions with an implementation period of 12 months or less or grant of EUR100000 or less

(i) an initial pre-financing payment of 80% of the maximum amount referred to in Article 3.2 of the special conditions (excluding contingencies);

(ii) the balance of the final amount of the grant.

Option 2: Actions with an implementation period of more than 12 months and grant of more than EUR100000

(i) an initial pre-financing payment of 100 % of the part of the estimated budget financed by the contracting authority for the first reporting period (excluding contingencies). The part of the budget financed by the contracting authority is calculated by applying the percentage set out in Article 3.2 of the special conditions;

(ii) further pre-financing payments of 100 % of the part of the estimated budget financed by the contracting authority for the following reporting period (excluding not authorised contingencies):

· the reporting period is intended as a twelve-month period unless otherwise provided for in the special conditions. When the remaining period to the end of the action is up to 18 months, the reporting period shall cover it entirely;

· within 60 days following the end of the reporting period, the coordinator shall present an interim report or, if unable to do so, it shall inform the contracting authority of the reasons and provide a summary of progress of the action;

· if at the end of the reporting period the part of the expenditure actually incurred which is financed by the contracting authority is less than 70 % of the previous payment (and 100 % of any previous payments), the further pre-financing payment shall be reduced by the amount corresponding to the difference between the 70 % of the previous prefinancing payment and the part of the expenditure actually incurred which is financed by the contracting authority;

· the coordinator may submit a request for further pre-financing payment before the end of the reporting period, when the part of the expenditure actually incurred which is financed by the contracting authority is more than 70 % of the previous payment (and 100 % of any previous payments). In this case, the following reporting period starts anew from the end date of the period covered by this payment request;

· in addition, for grants of more than EUR 5 000 000, a further prefinancing payment may be made only if the part financed by the contracting authority of the eligible costs approved is at least equal to the total amount of all the previous payments excluding the last one;

· the total sum of pre-financing payments may not exceed 90 % of the amount referred to in Article 3.2 of the special conditions, excluding not authorised contingencies.

(iii) the balance of the final amount of the grant.

Option 3: All actions

(i) the final amount of the grant. 

	Q2
	Is the private university eligible to apply?

	A2
	 According to the article 2.2.4. of the Guidelines for grant applicants and to ensure equal treatment of applicants, the contracting authority cannot give a prior opinion on the eligibility of lead applicants, co-applicants, affiliated entity(ies), an action or specific activities. 
The Guidelines for grant applicants of this Call define the eligibility criteria and these shall be used during the assessment of the application. Please refer to section 2.1.1. of the Guidelines for applicants Eligibility of applicants (i.e. lead applicant and co-applicant(s))

Lead applicant

(1)
In order to be eligible for a grant, the lead applicant must:

· be a legal person, and 
· be non-profit-making for the purpose of this Call (except of SMEs, which however cannot generate profit from the proposed action), and
· be established in
 either Montenegro and/ or Albania
, and
· be directly responsible for the preparation and management of the action with the co-applicant(s) and affiliated entity(ies), not acting as an intermediary, and
· be a specific type of institution or organisation such as: 

· Central, Regional, Local authorities,

· Local governments and their institutions,

· Associations of municipalities,

· Development agencies,

· Local business support organizations,

· Economic factors such as SMEs,

· NGOs,

· Public and private bodies supporting the workforce,

· Vocational and technical training institutions,

· Bodies and organization for nature protection,

· Public bodies responsible for water management,

· Fire/emergency services,

· Schools, colleges, universities and research centres including vocations and technical training institutions

…..

Co-applicants must satisfy the eligibility criteria as applicable to the lead applicant himself. 

	Q3
	Is there a rule about percentage of costs for each budget category?

	A3
	The Guidelines for grant applicants do not establish any restriction regarding the distribution of percentage of costs for each budget heading. 
Please note that it is in the applicants' interest to provide a realistic and cost-effective budget.

	Q4
	Is the Expenditure Verification Report obligatory for grants above EUR 100.000,00?

	A4
	Please refer to point 15.7. of the General Conditions (Annex G.II to the Guidelines for grant applicants) - Expenditure verification report:

“The coordinator must provide an expenditure verification report for: 
(…)b) any final report in the case of a grant of more than EUR 100 000. 
The expenditure verification report shall conform to the model in Annex VII and shall be produced by an auditor approved or chosen by the contracting authority. The auditor shall meet the requirements set out in the terms of reference for expenditure verification in Annex VII. 
The auditor shall examine whether the costs declared by the beneficiary(ies) and the revenue of the action are real, accurately recorded and eligible under this contract. The expenditure verification report shall cover all expenditure not covered by any previous expenditure verification report.”
Additionaly, please refer to point of 2.1.5. Eligibility of costs: costs that can be included of the Guidelines for grant applicants 

(…)Applicants are reminded that in contracts where the EU grant exceeds € 100 000 they must include in the budget the cost of an audit or expenditure verification that will be carried out by an independent auditor before submitting the final financial report of the action. All grant contracts requiring such an audit or expenditure verification will have the Annex G.VII referred to in the list of annexes.(…)

	Q5
	Is the applicant promoting employment in the field of tourism eligible?

	A5
	According to the article 2.2.4. of the Guidelines for grant applicants and to ensure equal treatment of applicants, the contracting authority cannot give a prior opinion on the eligibility of lead applicants, co-applicants, affiliated entity(ies), an action or specific activities. 
Regarding the eligibility of applicants, please refer to A2. 

Further on, please refer to the point 2.1.4. of the Guidelines for grant applicants - Eligible actions: actions for which an application may be made of the Guidelines for applicant.
(…)Sectors or themes

As stipulated in Section 1.2 above, actions or operations will fall under only one of the following specific objectives and will have to prove their contribution to attain one or more of their intended results:

SPECIFIC OBJECTIVES

RESULTS

2. The protection of environmental resources in lake and alpine areas is furthered 

Result 2.1- Awareness of the sustainable use of environmental resources in lake and alpine areas is advanced

3. Employability and social inclusion is fostered 

Result 3.1- Access to the labour market improved, especially for vulnerable groups

In their application, the lead applicant and its co-applicant(s) will have to refer the programme’s specific objective under which their action is meant to contribute, as well as the programme’s result(-s) affected by the action, and the programme’s indicators that will be instrumental to measure the action’s success. 

	Q6
	 Please explain to what list of errors within the Annex G VII refers to?

	A6
	List of errors – Annex G, Annex VII – refers to errors found in the expenditure verification report.  

	Q7
	When it comes to the budget heading Local office does this mean that under this budget heading we put the local staff?

	A7
	Please refer to the Annex B to the Guidelines for grant applicants - Budget of the action, heading 4 referring to the Local office which includes the following cost categories: vehicle costs, office rent, consumables – office supplies and other services (tel/fax, electricity / heating, maintenance). 

	Q8
	To which address should the documentation regarding application, supporting documentation, etc. be sent?  Is it to the Delegation of European Commission in Albania, Delegation of European Commission in Montenegro, or to Ministry of Finance of Montenegro?

	A8
	Please refer to the section 2.2.2. of the Guidelines for grant applicants - Where and how to send applications. Applications must be submitted in a sealed envelope by registered mail, private courier service or by hand-delivery (a signed and dated certificate of receipt will be given to the deliverer) at the address below:

Postal address

Ministry of Finance

Directorate for Finance and Contracting of the EU Assistance Funds 

Stanka Dragojevića 2,

81000 Podgorica, Montenegro

Address for hand delivery

Ministry of Finance

Directorate for Finance and Contracting of the EU Assistance Funds

Stanka Dragojevića 2, room 5

81000 Podgorica, Montenegro

Please note that the opening hours of the Contracting Authority are 07:00h-15:00h. Applications sent by any other means (e.g. by fax or by e-mail) or delivered to other addresses will be rejected.

	Q9
	When should the full application form be submitted?

	A9
	Please refer to the Notice of the Guidelines of grant applicants:

“This is an open call for proposals, where all documents are submitted together (concept note and full application). In the first instance, only the concept notes will be evaluated. Thereafter, for the lead applicants who have been pre-selected, the full applications will be evaluated. After the evaluation of the full applications, an eligibility check will be performed for those which have been provisionally selected. Eligibility will be checked on the basis of the supporting documents requested by the contracting authority and the signed ‘declaration by the lead applicant’ sent together with the full application.”

	Q10
	What is the next step if the applicant receives the positive written notification after the evaluation of full application from the Contracting Authority? 

	A10
	According to point 2.3, (3) Step 3 – verification of eligibility of the applicants and affiliated entities of the Guidelines for grant applicants: “The eligibility verification will be performed on the basis of the supporting documents requested by the contracting authority (see Section2.4). It will by default only be performed for the applications that have been provisionally selected according to their score and within the available budget for this call for proposals. (...)”.

	Q11
	What does the submission of supporting documentation mean?

	A11
	Please refer to point 2.4. of the Guidelines for grant applicants – Submission of supporting documents for provisionally selected applications: “A lead applicant whose application has been provisionally selected or placed on the reserve list will be informed in writing by the contracting authority. It will be requested to supply the following documents in order to allow the contracting authority to verify the eligibility of the lead applicant, of the co-applicant(s) and (if any) of their affiliated entity(ies) :

1. The statutes or articles of association of the lead applicant, of each co-applicant and (if any) of each affiliated entity. This obligation does not apply to international organisations which have signed a framework agreement with the European Commission. 

2. For action grants exceeding EUR 750 000 and for operating grants above EUR 100 000, the lead applicant must provide an audit report produced by an approved external auditor where it is available, and always in cases where a statutory audit is required by EU or national law. That report shall certify the accounts for up to the last 3 financial years available. In all other cases, the applicant shall provide a self-declaration signed by its authorised representative certifying the validity of its accounts for up to the last 3 financial years available. 

This requirement shall apply only to the first application made by a beneficiary to an authorising officer responsible in any one financial year.                                                                                    

3. The external audit report is not required from (if any) the co-applicant(s)) or affiliated entities.

This obligation does not apply to public bodies and international organisations provided that the international organisation in question offers the guarantees provided for in the applicable Financial Regulation, as described in Chapter 6 of the practical guide.

4. A copy of the lead applicant’s latest accounts (the profit and loss account and the balance sheet for the last financial year for which the accounts have been closed) . A copy of the latest account is neither required from the co-applicant(s) nor from (if any) affiliated entity(ies).

5. Legal entity sheet (see Annex D of these guidelines) duly completed and signed by each of the applicants (i.e. by the lead applicant and by each co-applicant), accompanied by the justifying documents requested there. If the applicants have already signed a contract with the contracting authority, instead of the legal entity sheet and supporting documents,the legal entity number may be provided, unless a change in legal status occurred in the meantime.

6. A financial identification form of the lead applicant (not from co-applicants) conforming to the model attached as Annex E of these guidelines, certified by the bank to which the payments will be made. This bank should be located in the country where the lead applicant is established. If the lead applicant has already submitted a financial identification form in the past for a contract where the European Commission was in charge of the payments and intends to use the same bank account, a copy of the previous financial identification form may be provided instead. (...)”

	Q12
	Is it eligible for international organization which had established the offices in Albania to submit application?

	A12
	According to the article 2.2.4. of the Guidelines for grant applicants and to ensure equal treatment of applicants, the contracting authority cannot give a prior opinion on the eligibility of lead applicants, co-applicants, affiliated entity(ies), an action or specific activities. 

Please refer to article 2.1.1. of the Guidelines for grant applicants - Eligibility of applicants (i.e. lead applicant and co-applicant(s)):
“Lead applicant

(1)
In order to be eligible for a grant, the lead applicant must:

(…)
•
be established in either Montenegro and/ or Albania (…)”.

	Q13
	Is it eligible for organization established on the teritory of Tirana to submit application?

	A13
	Please refer to the A12.
Additionally please refer to article 2.1.4. of the Guidelines for grant applicants - Eligible actions: actions for which an application may be made, where it is stated that actions or operations must have as final beneficiaries the population of the programme area. They must take place in one or more of the following territorial units:

1.
For Montenegro: 

o
Andrijevica;

o
Berane;

o
Plav;

o
Gusinje;

o
Petnjica;

o
Rožaje;

o
Podgorica;

o
Cetinje;

o
Danilovgrad;

o
Budva;

o
Bar and 

o
Ulcinj.

2.
For Albania (division in accordance with the provisions of the Law 115/2014 “On the Administrative and Territorial Division of Local Government Units in the Republic of Albania”): 

o
Region of Shkodra including the following municipalities: Malesi e Madhe, Shkoder, Vau i Dejes, Puke, Fushe Arres;

o
Region of Lezha including the following municipalities: Lezha, Miredite, Kurbin and

o
Municipality of Tropoja.

	Q14
	Is it eligible for ministry to be applicant? 

	A14
	Please refer to the A2. 

	Q15
	Are external experts eligible to be budgeted?

	A15
	Please refer to the article 14.2 of the General Conditions (Annex G.II to the Guidelines for grant applicants) - Eligible direct costs of General Conditions:

Subject to Article 14.1 and, where relevant, to the provisions of Annex IV being respected, the following direct costs of the beneficiary(ies) shall be eligible:

…costs of service, supply and work contracts awarded by the beneficiary(ies) for the purposes of the action referred to in Article 10; this includes the costs for mobilising expertise to improve the quality of the logical framework (e.g. accuracy of baselines,  monitoring systems, etc.), both at the beginning and during the implementation of the Action.

Costs for engagement of external experts should be budgeted under Budget Heading 5 – Other costs, services. 

	Q16
	Is the percentage of indirect costs fixed?

	A16
	Please refer to the section 2.1.5. of the Guidelines for grant applicants - Eligibility of costs: costs that can be included – eligible indirect costs:

"The indirect costs incurred in carrying out the action may be eligible for flat-rate funding, but the total must not exceed 7 %of the estimated total eligible direct costs. Indirect costs are eligible provided that they do not include costs assigned to another budget heading in the standard grant contract. The lead applicant may be asked to justify the percentage requested before the grant contract is signed. However, once the flat rate has been fixed in the special conditions of the grant contract, no supporting documents need to be provided.”

	Q17
	Can you explain us how to submit applications?

	A17
	Please refer to the article 2.2.2. of the Guidelines for grant applicants - Where and how to send applications: 
Applications must be submitted in one original and 3 copies in A4 size, each bound. The complete application form (Part A: concept note and Part B: full application form), budget and logical framework must also be supplied in electronic format (CD-ROM) in a separate and single file (i.e. the application must not be split into several different files). The electronic file must contain exactly the same application as the paper version enclosed.

The checklist (Section 7 of Part B of the grant application form) and the declaration by the lead applicant (Section 8 of Part B of the grant application form) must be stapled separately and enclosed in the envelope.

Where a lead applicant sends several different applications (if allowed to do so by the guidelines of the call), each one has to be sent separately.

The outer envelope must bear the reference number and the title of the call for proposals, together with the title and number of the lot/specific objective, the full name and address of the lead applicant, and the words ‘Not to be opened before the opening session’ and ‘(„Ne otvarati prije sastanka za otvaranje prijedloga projekata“).

Applications must be submitted in a sealed envelope by registered mail, private courier service or by hand-delivery (a signed and dated certificate of receipt will be given to the deliverer) at the address below:

Postal address

Ministry of Finance

Directorate for Finance and Contracting of the EU Assistance Funds 

Stanka Dragojevića 2,

81000 Podgorica, Montenegro

Address for hand delivery

Ministry of Finance

Directorate for Finance and Contracting of the EU Assistance Funds

Stanka Dragojevića 2, room 5

81000 Podgorica, Montenegro

Please note that the opening hours of the Contracting Authority are 07:00h-15:00h.

Applications sent by any other means (e.g. by fax or by e-mail) or delivered to other addresses will be rejected.

Lead applicants must verify that their application is complete using the checklist (Section7 of Part B of the grant application form). Incomplete applications may be rejected.

	Q18
	How and to whom the interim reports shall be submitted?

	A18
	Following the provisions of article 2.1 of the General Conditions (Annex G.II to the Guidelines for grant applicants) -  Obligation to provide financial and narrative reports and in line with article 4.2 of the Special Conditions (Annex G to the Guidelines for grant applicants) – Reporting and payment arrangements that "in addition to the Narrative and Financial Report, prescribed in the Article 2 of the General Conditions, that shall be produced to support the Payment request, the  Beneficiary shall prepare and submit Progress Narrative and Financial Reports. The Progress Narrative and Financial Reports shall be drafted in English and shall conform to the model of the Interim Reports, provided in Annex VI. They shall be submitted to the Contracting Authority as per following schedule:

•
Progress Narrative and Financial Reports, together with the detailed breakdown of expenditure and supporting documents, in accordance with the Article 15.7 of Annex II, covering each 6 (six) months of the period of implementation shall be submitted within 1 (one) month after period the period of implementation concerned. 6-month Progress Narrative and Financial Reports shall not be supported with the payment request.

•
No Progress Narrative and Financial Reports shall be submitted if they are due within the last two months of the period of implementation.

•
No Progress Narrative and Financial Reports shall be submitted if they are due at the same time as Reports referred to in Article 2 of the General Conditions."

	Q19
	Is it possible for public servants to be engaged through contract for supplementary work?

	A19
	Please refer to point 2.1.5 of the Guidelines for grant applicants -  Eligibility of costs: costs that can be included 

Salary costs of the personnel of national, regional or local administrations, as well as those of other publicly owned or controlled institutions or enterprises, may be eligible to the extent that they relate to the cost of activities which the relevant public authority would not carry out if the action or operation were not undertaken.

This personnel shall not receive for the engagement in the project activities any other remuneration than their standard, regular salaries in their respective institutions.

The total sum of the salaries of this personnel shall not exceed the amount of co-financing provided by the applicant, co-applicant(s) and affiliated entity (ies).

Prior to the signature of a grant contract, the contracting authority may require from the relevant beneficiaries the appointment of these staffers by their authorised representative in writing (indicating their names, project function and gross salaries).

	Q20
	Is it eligible to submit the application where the part of implementation of the action is regarding sea area and benefits to both countries?

	A20
	Please refer to A5.

	Q21
	If the action requires works, is it necessary to submit construction permission with the submission of the application?

	A21
	The Guidelines for applicants do not establish any restriction to the implementation of works under a grant contract. However, following article 2.4. of the Guidelines for grant applicants – Submission of supporting documents for provisionally selected applications, in case "… an operation contains the execution of works, the following supporting documents, submitted along with the full application form, will be necessary:

a. Proof of ownership or long term lease (at least for 10 years after the signature of the contract) of the land/assets where the works are to be executed;

b. Approved/certified detailed work design or otherwise a statement by the relevant national institution(s) confirming that the national legislation(s) do/does not require the design’s approval for this type of works;

c. A positive decision on environmental impact assessment or otherwise a statement from the relevant public authority(ies) that the latter assessment(s) are/is not needed for the specific project activities;

d. All necessary legal authorisations, where applicable (e.g.: location and construction permits);

e. An indicative priced bill of quantities issued not earlier than 2 years prior to the deadline for submission of full applications – calculated in euro. 

Documents must be supplied in the form of originals, photocopies or scanned versions (i.e. showing legible stamps, signatures and dates) of the said originals.

Where such documents are not in one of the official languages of the European Union or in the official languages of the country where the action will be implemented, a translation into English language of the relevant parts of these documents proving the lead applicant's and, where applicable, co-applicants' and affiliated entity(ies)' eligibility, must be attached for the purpose of analysing the application.

…

If the abovementioned supporting documents (with the exception of those submitted for operations containing the execution of works ) are not provided before the deadline indicated in the request for supporting documents sent to the lead applicant by the contracting authority, the application may be rejected.”

	Q22
	When it comes to the supporting documentation, is it necessary to provide translation from Albanian?

	A22
	Please refer to the article 2.4 of the Guidelines for grant applicants – Submission of supporting documents for provisionally selected applications: "Where such documents are not in one of the official languages of the European Union or in the official languages of the country where the action will be implemented, a translation into English language of the relevant parts of these documents proving the lead applicant's and, where applicable, co-applicants' and affiliated entity(ies)' eligibility, must be attached for the purpose of analysing the application."

	Q23
	Is registration in PADOR required under this Call? Furthermore, we found some difficulties regarding the fullfillment of Annex F, taking into consideration that it is dedicated for the online PADOR registration.

	A23
	Please refer to the article of the Guidelines for grant applications – Application forms: 
"With the application the lead applicant also has to submit completed organisation data forms (Annex F) for the lead applicant, each (if any) co-applicants and each (if any) affiliated entities."

	Q24
	What are the requirements to be filled regarding the list of indicators at the programme level? 

	A24
	Please refer to the point 2.1.4. of the Guidelines for grant applicants - Eligible actions: actions for which an application may be made 
…
“For the sake of consistency and aggregation, applicants must have the same units to quantify their output, outcome and impact indicators in line with the programme output, outcome and impact indicators. 

…

The contracting authority will discuss with the would-be beneficiaries the indicators included in their application form and eventually agree upon their revision prior to the contract signature. This is meant to improve the quality of the project indicators to capture the outcomes at the level of overall objective, specific objective(s) and results.
Applicants are advised that according to the provisions of the Article 4.3 of the special conditions of the grant contract they will quarterly have to report on the achievement of indicators to the JTS of the programme. These reports will be submitted at regular intervals on 31 March, 30 June, 30 September and 31 December every year and then upon the submission of the final report. The JTS of the programme will provide the grant beneficiaries with the Excel table they will use for this purpose.”

Furthermore, under the same point 2.1.4 of the Guidelines for grant applicants the list of indicators that the applicants will have to fill in, where appropriate, to estimate the project’s contribution to the programme’s objectives is indicated.

	Q25
	In regard to the financial capacity of an entity, is it a reason for rejection if the NGO managed low budget projects in the past?

	A25
	According to point 2.3, (2) Step 2 – evaluation of the full application of the Guidelines for grant applicants: 

...

“The selection criteria help to evaluate the applicant(s)'s and affiliated entity(ies)'s operational capacity and the lead applicant's financial capacity and are used to verify that they:

· have stable and sufficient sources of finance to maintain their activity throughout the proposed action and, where appropriate, to participate in its funding (this only applies to lead applicants);”

Please note that, if the total score for Section 1 (financial and operational capacity) is less than 12 points, the application will be rejected. If the score for at least one of the subsections under Section 1 is 1, the application will also be rejected.

	Q26
	In thematic priority EMPLOYMENT, which costs are eligible in the process of employment of vulnerable groups during the project: net salary (minimum EUR 193,00) taxes and contributions, travel cost, honoraria- part time work, etc.? More specifically, may we include any costs related to internship in companies for the candidates which the project trained for specific job, and which costs specifically?

	A26
	Please refer to the Annex II – General conditions of the Application package, heading Eligible direct costs 14.2:

a) the cost of staff assigned to the Action, corresponding to actual gross salaries including social security charges and other remuneration-related costs; salaries and costs shall not exceed those normally borne by the Beneficiary(ies), unless it is justified by showing that it is essential to carry out the Action;
b) travel and subsistence costs for staff and other persons taking part in the Action, provided they do not exceed those normally borne by the Beneficiary(ies) according to its rules and regulations, or the rates published by the European Commission at the time of such mission if reimbursed on the basis of simplified cost options.
Also, according to the Law on Employment and Exercising Rights with respect to Unemployment Insurance of Montenegro (Official Gazette of Montenegro, no. 14/2010, 40/11 – another law, 45/12, 61/13, 20/15 and 52/16) which specifies the following (Article 23, Paragraph 6): „an unemployed person has the right to obtain financial allowance during education, training and vocational rehabilitation of hard-to-employ persons and inclusion in other measures aimed at increasing employment and reducing unemployment”.
Please note that, subsistence costs and financial contributions for unemployed persons who are training participants or interns within actions under the grant scheme are considered as eligible, provided that unemployed persons are target groups of the specific Call for Proposals and that their engagement is related to measures aimed at increasing employment and reducing unemployment.

	Q27
	I am writing to you on behalf of the Institute for Nature conservation in Albania. Referring to the second call  for proposal  under the IPA CBC programme MNE-AL, let me kindly to ask  you some more clarifications about the point 2.1 "eligibility criteria"  subtitle : "Number of applications and grants per applicants/affiliated entities" at the respective guidelines for the grant applicants document. Specifically I need your interpretation for the paragraph ............"The lead applicant may be a co-applicant or an affiliated entity in another application at the same time".

To surmise my question further i need your confirmation if the term used "another application " means "1 application" or not?

	A27
	Please refer to point 2.1.5 of the Guidelines for grant applicants  Eligible actions: actions for which an application may be made 
„Number of applications and grants per applicants / affiliated entities

The lead applicant may not submit more than 2 applications under this call for proposals.

The lead applicant may not be awarded more than 1 grant under this call for proposals.

The lead applicant may be a co-applicant or an affiliated entity in another application at the same time.

A co-applicant/affiliated entity may not be the co-applicant or affiliated entity in more than 3 applications under this call for proposals.

A co-applicant/affiliated entity may not be awarded more than 2 grants under this call for proposals.”
Referring to your question in particular another application means one application since it is written in singular. 

	Q28
	Referring to the second call for proposal under the IPA CBC programme MNE-AL, let me kindly to ask you some more clarifications on “Number of applications and grants per applicants / affiliated entities".

My uncertainty is related to the question as follows:  If one organization will apply for this call, in one application as a lead applicant and in the mean time in two other applications as a co-applicant, is it eligible?

	A28
	Please refer to A27.

	Q29
	I am writing to inquire about the possibility of extension of deadline of the CBC Mne-Alb 2nd call for proposals. Is it possible for potential applicants to request an extension of deadline, and if so under which conditions?

	A29
	According to the point 6.5.5. Deadline for submission of proposals of PRAG version 2018.0 „The minimum period between the date of publication of the guidelines for applicants and the deadline for submission of proposals is 90 days for open calls for proposals.“  Experience showen that the set deadline for submission  is long enough to allow preparation for high-quality and complete proposals.

	Q30
	My name is Gledisa Celaj and I am the Program Manager of Qemal Stafa Foundation.

Qemal Stafa Foundation is registered to the District Court of Tirana as a non profit organisation, founded in 2007 from the Socialist Party of Albania but works as an independent organisation.

Our main goal is serving as the voice of the community, supporting the policy making process through guidelines and recommendations for better policies and improving cooperation and engagement with the civil society.

I am writing to kindly ask you if Qemal Stafa Foundation is eligible organisation to apply as lead applicant or partner in the Cross Border Cooperation Programme Montenegro - Albania 2014-2020.

	A30
	Please refer to A2.


�	To be determined on the basis of the organisation’s statutes, which should demonstrate that it has been established by an instrument governed by the national law of the country concerned and that its head office is located in an eligible country. In this respect, any legal entity whose statutes have been established in another country cannot be considered an eligible local organisation, even if the statutes are registered locally or a ‘Memorandum of Understanding’ has been concluded.


�According to provisions of Article 54(1) Commission Implementing Regulation (EU) No 447/2014 “the beneficiaries shall be established in an IPA II beneficiary”.
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