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THE GOVERNMENT OF MONTENEGRO
The General Secretariat – the Office for cooperation with NGOs

Dear coleagues, ladies and gentlemen,

I would like to thank the Council of Europe (Civil Society Division in Directorate General of  Democracy), for invitation to participate in this panel and to share with you Montenegrin experience in the field of cross-sectoral cooperation with focus on NGO participation in political decision making processes. 
Code of Good Practice for civil participation in the decision-making process (Adopted by the Conference of INGOs of the Council of Europe at its meeting on 1st October 2009), is good method or excellent guide for enabling that participation in all countries, especially in candidate countries and potential candidates for EU. 

In this moment  intersectoral cooperation  and participation of NGOs in decision-making process  is much more important, because of the LISBON TREATY,  WHICH ESTABLISHED COOPERATION WITH CIVIL SOCIETY AS NEW POLITICAL CRITERIA FOR THE CANDIDATE COUNTRIES AND POTENTIAL CANDIDATES. 
Regarding this,  I want to emphasize that in our STRATEGY OF COOPERATION  OF THE GOVERNMENT OF MONTENEGRO AND NON-GOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATIONS (adopted in January of 2009 - 8 months before Code has been adopted), we define 5 principles of cooperation with NGOs which are very similar with 4 principles for civil participation prescribe in the Code (Page 5th). 
I prepared Power Point Presentation and tried to made short general overview of the current state in this field in Montenegro, so you can find that similarities and later we can discus about the specific topics which will be interested for some of you.
Our example shows that five principles of cooperation established in 2009 by the Strategy of cooperation of the Government of Montenegro and NGOs, (PARTNERSHIP, TRANSPAR​ENCY, RESPONSIBILITY, MUTUAL INFORMATION AND INDEPENDENCE OF NGOs) resulted in increased level of transparency of state bodies and better quality and more significant participation of NGOs in the process of public policy preparation.

Today, we recognize NGOs as partners that can contribute to democratization of the society, and apart from new legislation, joint initiatives and projects, we have active Council for Cooperation of the Government of Montenegro and NGO with equal number of members from both sectors, representatives of NGOs in working groups for preparation of negotiation positions for specific chapters of AQ, and  we are in the middle of the process of the preparation of a new strategy for creating a supportive environment for development of NGO sector in Montenegro. 

Before I will start with presentation I want to say that everything what we have done, are result of cross-sectoral cooperation and the “positive pressure” and support  of NGOs, specially to the Office.  
So, I will try to inform you very briefly what we have done in last 6 years in this field, with accent on NGOs participation in policy making procedures in  Montenegro and the role of the Office.
DANKA LATKOVIĆ 

Head of the Office 

