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After the Ilimited progress that
Montenegro has been achieving when
it comes to freedom of expression and
the media sector, the adoption of the
Law on Media, the Law on Audiovisual
Media Services and the Law on Public
Media Service, at the proposal of the
Government, we see as significant
progress in improving the position
and freedom of the media, as well as
democratic principles.These laws are
the result of a long-term consultation
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process with all interested parties, including the media, non-governmental
organizations, trade unions, as well as you, our valued international partners.
The expert support of our European partners has been crucial in shaping the law
that will ensure freedom of expression, greater rights of journalists and greater
responsibility of the media, according to European standards and directives.
Their unanimous adoption in the Assembly took place as a result of the
responsibility and maturity of all political subjects who, aware of the importance
of obtaining a positive IBAR, recognized the Government’s effort to bring to an
end the processes important for the welfare of citizens as soon as possible.
Our determination to improve media freedom and democratic standards is
unwavering, and that is why transparency, responsibility and professionalism
are the foundations on which we will build our media sector and have objectively
informed citizens.

We have improved the legislative framework, and our most important task in the
future is the consistent application of the adopted laws, in order to successfully
respond to new challenges and technological changes in the media landscape.
We will create a media space in which high standards of reporting will be
respected, which is crucial for informing citizens and the healthy functioning of
a democratic society, and credible and effective self-regulatory bodies, along
with media-literate and active citizens, will additionally contribute to the integrity
and professionalism of the media.

Thank you for recognizing the efforts we have put into the process that resulted
in the adoption of three important laws, and thank you for continuing to work
together on their successful application, as well as on improvement of the media
framework of Montenegro, the first future member of the European Union.

Sincerely,

Tamara Vujovic, Ph.D
Minister of Culture and Media of Montenegro
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Diversity of perspectives and opinions was provided by aworking group composed
of representatives of the Government, the civil sector, the media, and trade unions.

The experts of the Council of Europe gave their opinion ondraft medialaws TWICE,
the first time after putting the draft of the law on public discussion, in November
2022, and the second time immediately before sending the texts of the draft law to
the European Commission in March 2024.

The European Commission gave a positive opinion on the proposals for media
laws immediately before their adoption in the Parliament of Montenegro.

The new legal solutions are qualitatively different from the previous ones and
significantly contribute to media pluralism, protect the rights, freedom and safety of
journalists, free the editorial office from political influence, strengthen local public
broadcasters and the role of an independent regulator, enable citizens to watch
more domestic productions and content from public interest.

IT HAS BEEN DETERMINED
THAT THE PUBLIC SECTOR
CANNOT ADVERTISE IN'MEDIA
NOT REGISTERED IN THE MEDIA
REGISTRY.

WE PRESENT THE KEY
NOVELTIES ENACTED BY
THE MEDIA LAW

MEDIA LAW

FUND FOR MEDIA PLURALISM

CAN BE ACCESSED BY THE MEDIA
WHICH IS REGISTERED AND IS IN
MECHANISM OF SELF-REGULATION,
WHICH HAS NOT IN THE PREVIOUS 6
MONTHS BEEN IMPOSED A MEASURE
OF BROADCASTING PROHIBITIONS OR
WHOSE FOUNDER WAS NOT CONVICTED
OF THE CRIME OF SPREADING HATE.

FUND FOR MEDIA PLURALISM

HAS BEEN INCREASED FROM 0.09%
TO 0.20%. ALMOST 2 MILLION EUROS
FOR FINANCING THE PRODUCTION OF
PUBLIC INTEREST CONTENT.

THE MEDIA IS OBLIGATED TO
REGULATE INTERNAL RELATIONS
WITH THE STATUTE, AMONG OTHER
THINGS, THAT JOURNALISTS SHALL
BE CONSULTED BEFORE ELECTING
THE EDITOR-IN-CHIEF.

COMMERCIAL MEDIA WILL
ACCESS THE FUND FROM NEXT YEAR.

MEDIA LAW MEDIA LAW MEDIA LAW

FOR 15 LOCAL BROADCASTERS A
SCALE OF MINIMUM AMOUNT FOR
MANDATORY FINANCING FROM THE
LOCAL GOVERNMENT BUDGET HAS

KEY NOVELTIES ENACTED BY BEEN INTRODUCED.

THE AUDIOVISUAL

THE AUDIOVISUAL LAW

LAW MEDIA SERVICES MEDIA SERVICES

MINIMUM PARTICIPATION
OF 25 PERCENT OF ITS OWN
PRODUCTION FOR TELEVISION

PROGRAMS OF COMMERCIAL FOR PUBLIC BROADCASTERS

MINIMUM PERCENTAGE OF OWNED

AEM COUNCIL MEMBER AND

BROADCASTERS, OR 10 PERCENT
FOR RADIO PROGRAMS OF
COMMERCIAL BROADCASTERS.

THE AUDIOVISUAL LAW
MEDIA SERVICES

PRODUCTIONS ARE 30 PERCENT
FOR TELEVISION PROGRAMS, OR 20
PERCENT FOR RADIO PROGRAMS.

THE AUDIOVISUAL LAW
MEDIA SERVICES

DIRECTOR ARE REQUIRED TO
HAVE 10 YEARS OF EXPERIENCE
IN RELEVANT AREA.

THE AUDIOVISUAL LAW
MEDIA SERVICES

PRIVATIZATION OF RTCG IS
EXPRESSLY FORBIDDEN!

THE KEY NOVELTIES ENACTED
BY THE NATIONAL LAW PUBLIC
BROADCAST (RTCG)

LAW ON NATIONAL PUBLIC
BROADCASTER

WORKING BODY OF ASSEMBLY
PROPOSES CANDIDATES FOR
MEMBERS OF THE COUNCIL FROM
THE RANGE OF NGOS BASED ON
THE NUMBER OF NGOS THAT
SUPPORTED THE CANDIDATE,

AS WELL AS BIOGRAPHIES,
EXPERIENCES AND VISIONS OF
RTCG DEVELOPMENT.

N ORDER THAT THE NGO COULD
SUPPORT A CANDIDATE FOR THE
COUNCIL, IT IS NECESSARY THAT

IT HAS HAD A BUDGET OF AT LEAST
3,000 EUR IN THE PREVIOUS THREE
YEARS, AND TO HAVE SPENT AT
LEAST 2,000 EUR ON PROJECTS

IN THE FIELD FOR WHICH THE
CANDIDATE IS BEING NOMINATED.

DIRECTOR OF RTCG AND

EDITORS - IN CHIEF MIGHT BE
DISCHARGED IF THEY DON’T REALIZE
ANNUAL PROGRAM, FINANCIAL AND
OTHER PLANS OR NOT IMPLEMENT
THE DECISIONS OF THE COUNCIL.

LAW ON NATI/ONAL PUBLIC
BROADCASTER

LAW ON NATIONAL PUBLIC
BROADCASTER

LAW ON NATIONAL PUBLIC
BROADCASTER

The new legal solutions are qualitatively different from the previous ones and in a
significant way they contribute to media pluralism, protect the rights, freedom and
safety of journalists, free the editorial office from political influence, strengthen local
public broadcasters and the role of an independent regulator, enable citizens to watch
more domestic productions and content of public interest.
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