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The United Nations Otfice on Drugs ang Crime
{UNODC) is deeply commit ed to working with
youth and for youth. Since 2012, the UNDDC
Youth Initiative provides you'h with opportunities
to learn about evidence-based drug  use
prevention, and to connect and share their
efforts in prevention work with each other
Within this framework, the vouth Forum 15 an
important platform for globa youth to exchange
knewledge and best practices, and to suppon
youth manstreaming during intergovernmental
discussions of the Commission on Naicotic
Drugs (CND) By enriching thep understanding
and empowering youths on erug use prevention,
the Youth Forum SCIVES 13 €quip yourg peaple
with enhanced outlooks 1o dr Ve positive change
in their communities and create healthier
tomorrows.
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This year's 67ih session of the Commission on
Narcotic Drugs (CND) marked an important
Mmuestone, as the 2024 Midterm Review was also
held in conjunction to assess the progress made
i the implementation  of inlerr‘q‘ahnnd! drug
policy commitments established in the 2019
Ministenal  Declaration As  such, the
Lommussion began with g 2-day High-Leve|
segment,  which  included mul I-stakeholder
voices  being harmoniously brogght to the
discussion tables, including that of the young
leaders partic ipating in the Youth FTlrum 2024

Preparations for the Youth Fortum 2024 began in
the summer oi 4023, starting with the nvitation
tor Permanent Missions to nominate youny
individuals ac tively involved in prevention work
and motivated to promote youth engagement in
this field |

'
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COYOUN nomimnees
thiough a selection PIOcess that consisted of a

friem 38 Countrnies went
review of (e, completad wiiien queshionnaires,

i iedgl this
selection process, 35 yeuth from 27 countries
arived in Vienna to part cipate 1 tha i person
routh Forum 2024, held from 12 to 14 March
2024

and iMerviews.  Folig wing

Youths gathered at the Vienna International
Center eacer to fearn more abgut wrevention,
SUnIous to discover each owers work in this
field, and keen to share énd discuss their ideas
and peispectives Anothe awaijed moment for
the youths ot the Youth Forum was the dehvery

of the Youth Statement dunng the high-level

segment of the 6 /1l CND, where youths had the
chance to directly addres; global policymakers
and Member State deleqgal ong

\

This  unigue allows  the
youths'  perspec tives,
concemns, and expectations iegarding the futye

of drug related pokicies and pro Lammaes

opportunit,
COMMUNIC ation of

In 2023, Youth Forum partiipants. emphasized
the benefits of youth eéhgagement in substarce
USE prevention, and the néed for oolicy maxers
10 engage with youths now to Lieate @ healinjer
tuture ‘Breaking the cycle af substance use
tomorrow  regunes  youth jagement

prevention today”

Read 1o the end to find out what the Youth
Forum 2024 participants had to say!



EARLY ENGAGEMENT

One of the main objectives of the Youth Forum is
!ostenng connection 4Mongst active youth, whq
have the potential to seve as 4 peer leader
amongst their networks, & source of inspuation
and motivation for othiers. The Youth Forum not
only strives to facihitate F:arning sessions, b
also  cultivates bonds  thai transcend
geographical boundaries. Through  Pre-Forym
Tasks, youth participan's  are offered an
environment tg begin their etworking, and share
their experiences and interests in substance yse
prevention This first virtyy gathering provides
them with 3 glimpse of the expetience that
awaits them in Vienna.

A few weeks before the Youth Forum 2024,
youths introduced the mselves 1o each other

through an online dignal platioim, sharing they
hobbies, passions and experiences

This was also the fist occasion tor them 1o
discuss their inerest i preventioh work, anid
their expectations from the Youth Forum. From
these light-hearted netwarking sess'ons. the Pre
Forum tasks Progressed to providd participant«
and basic Kiowledge i
Prevention science, which they would further
build on during the Youth Farum. The personality
test "What is your Prevention Persgng?” offered
Msights to the different rofps youths could have
when working in prevention, acconding to their
persanality traie

with  resq lfces

e Pre-Forum rasks served as an {mual prompt
for youth to shiare  they expw!iences with
Prevention thicugh  thej studwﬁ.. work o
volunteering activities, ncluding a reflection on
youth engagement and the pots-uTlsl tmpact it

tan have |
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e high-evel Opening  Ceremony otficially
KiCked off the Youm Forum 7024 and the youthe
were warmly welcomed by Ms  Ghada Waly
Executive Directar of UNG 3, whe expressed hey
enthusiasm and dedicaticn in Supporting vouth
ang theu meaningtul ene agement n UNODC's
mandats adaressing tha world arug problem
she retera-ed hey “agerness to coliaborate with
young individuals  anc eémphasized  the
impcnance of listening to youth perspectives
Highhghting that your- are particularly affected
oy the challenges pased | ¥ drug use, Ms. Waily

asseited  ‘he importancs of strengthening
resience i children and youth. She encouraged
vouth partcmpants 1o vOiCe their needs ang

corcems through therr Yo iih Staterment to the
Commission, and 1 contir ue theyr involvement
I Srevention wark i the tammunity to ensyure
that diug policies and Programmes are aligneg
with the needs of young people noting that

Youth are the pp Wy Leneficiaries of the
calicie teing mplemented oday  ang

tomorrow

After the Executive Director < Opening remarks,

Mr Jean-Luc Lemahieu, the Directg of Divisioy
tor Policy Analysis a d Publ ¢ Atfairs, welcomec
few youthe 10 Share theit expectations nf she
Youth Forym The youths expressed not only
therr excitement 1o take part in this year's event
but also shiare

outlnoks.

3 ther post-Farum Wnjectives ano
f addition to the voutn participants,
the Youth Forum alsn enjoyed the presence of
the membes of Yieng, as they
provided participants with msights of UNOGC's

work with vouth across  varnous mandates,

Young UN

including the active work of yeung professionals
within the ¢ Qanisation




Particioants alsg had ths opportuney 1 103
from Yauth Ferum Alumme Ms nes Costa | surn
and Mr. Dervin Lua Wei Jun, participants from
the Youth Forym 2023, shared then owir Yourh
Forum experiences  ga1g discussed  the
subsequent paths they sursued Finally M,
Justice Tettey, Chief of the Drugs, Laboratary
and Scientific Services, Brach,

TOUTH FORUM PARTICIF AN
2043, PORTUGAL

“The UNODC Youth Forum wes the first
event where | felt valued, like ou mnput
mattered and the results 3t our
discussions were taken into account,
the way meaningful youtin engagement
is supposed to be

|

4 all vouth participants 'o make the
most of the negt 3 days, enmphasizing that above
all, it should be fun ang énjoyable [These words

the  Opening Ceremany, and the
roam doors closed to siinal the start

ot the Youth Forym's closed sessions, to ensyre
d sale envirnnment fo; youths to I!?IFHH, discuss,
dnd ask questions,

YOUTH FORUM
PARTICIPANT 2023,
SINGAPORE

Loaking back, my experience was
filled with many wongerful memories
that have been created through the
varied interacttons that f had with
feliow like minded pnd passionate
mdividuals, as well &s the msightful
“nawledge that has peen gained from
the weaith of resources that wers

proviciad -
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Equipped with mote Lomprehensive
understanding  of prevention,  the youth
participants had time to” connect what they
learned to what they observed within their own
communities and personal experiences. They
reflected over the potential risk amnd protective
factors relevant to their peers and communities,
especially among adolescents Thiough group
work, the youths enriched their perspectives by
listening tc Vanous viewpoints and practices -
both positive and Negative - observed by their
peers in their communities. |
|

Youth participants also had an opportunity to
reflect on youth engagement” what does it mean
for an expenence to be: ‘meaningful’? They
shared experlences and reflected whether it was
truly meamngful or not, fecounted the challenges
faced, how they overcame the n, and the
peisanal growth they expenenced hiaugh then
involvement Discussions encompassed a wide
spectrum of topics, from practical issues such
as finding fnancial support to uniﬂem&m thein
activities, 1o broader questions abeut the
mspirations  and  motivations behind  their
participation = The  youths engaged  in
brainstorming sessions regarding the
significance of active youth 13.11icipaﬁon in
prevention efforts and acquaimf-d themselvas
with the Handhook on_Youth Participation_in

Diug _Prevention  Work to support  theil

discussions

As the Youth Forum 2024 coincided with the
High-Level Segment of the 67th CND, youth
patticipants had the Opportunity to he at the
eart of  globa! policy-making  discussions,
mcluding side events that took stock of the
effarts and work of Member States and various
stakeholders n reaching the inteipational drug
pohcy commitments made in 2010 This gave
the youth a glimpse into the | conferences
attended by official delegstions  and  an
apportumity 1o learn  aboul  the current
perspectives  surrounding  the | world drugy
problem  However, the youth were not just
spectators, as they themselves took the floo
during  the  high-level segment  of the
Commission to deliver their jointly drafted
statement. T
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PRESENTATIONS

Habiba: vouh Participation is important ir
We are able 10 give an exa

Can do it 100’ We can als
our friends. our families
OPpPOtunilies

' prevention becaus

We need 1o o Wnue seeking other

Being & social

wﬂ&d“_&eh&edaiot dcoholcwwnpuonlwasshxied
that $cchol was the

harmful substance for people in
ng this. This is how we got the
site 'p‘us)'JS"‘g recipes to make ncny
with the collaboration of

Ofker, | had a class on substance use in

; i

GieeCe. | was not ed
nspidgtion to create a jveb
alcoh@lic  drinks

professional
banenders




Some youths shared their expenences of
volunteering with national projects sponsored by
the government, or within vouth centres and non:
governmental organisatior 5 (NGOs)

Others  highlighted  their work  within  their
schoois or universities, warking alongside with
and for their classmates and friends These
presentations demonstiated the diverse actian
and work undertaken by youths,

Raguel we f
“F{—:“-r’égﬁs S

dealing wi

fanging from informational and capacity-building
SesSioNg, peer-to-peer prograrmmes, establishing
youth  networks, participating | prevention-
focused  éxhibitions, et Thigugh  thege
experiences, young leaders mspired other peers
about the positive influence they cq}id have, and
of their capabilittes in catalysing change within
their communities, both on a small and a larges
stale

used cn why peogls are usin:

use drugs have |

10 make them decide for themselves, ar.
MISSMG with meang dther than substance yze

Vepjtigo 78 erugial, it

Y :_-u‘h 1an be &

shapes the futurs af

¥YE, DUT wa nead tha right

$tuffents training them 10 be leaders, a8
noW 16 avoid substanca tse Dy showing them
e full and adrensline without UBING substance
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67th Session of the Commission on Narcotic Lrugs

Your Excellencies, distinguish >4 delegates, ladies and

gentlemen,

We stand hefore you today as 35 youths from 27
countries, noting with ureat concern the jssye of
substance use and the grave zonsequences which it
brings. Substance use s nct only detimental 14
individual health and well-ber g, but it aleo worsens
many aspects of our society  Qur commitment to
substance uge Prevention can ensure better health
outcomes, reduced boverty rates and somal stabihity

We bring forth the significance of addressing the root
causes and vulnerabilities bet ind substance use to
effectively implement  sustaiable solutions  We
understand that resources are scarce, and emphasize
the pivotal role that evidence-aased prevention can
play to ensure a maximal effectve result, and foster a
foundatien  for long-term  sccial weikbeing  and
individual flourishing

In the context of substance (se prevention, an
approach based on evideace can ang will, give ys
guidance and support to achieve our  goal Ry
prioritizing early prevention nitiatives that foster
healthy development, globa productivity
prosperty can be increased 1o ensure susta nable
creation of healthier htestyles. tr thig process, ne one
should be left behind.

ang

Witnessing the detrimental impi ¢t of substance use
on our peers has reminded us o lhe urgent need for
action. Ensuring youth engagement in evidence-hased
substance usge prévention can catalyse positive
change, 'njecting fresh perspectives into tihe vetns of
our scuiety By Rroviding  youths  with varous
leadership roles, skills development and peer suppoit
networks through youth-led orgamsations, peer to-
peer education, mentorship, and sacial media, we can
pave the way for a better tomorro v

Y vye

o o

ar < -

#ey.

Youth can he a powerful source cf{l empathy and
support for the community Yet, without your suppori,
this 1s not encugh Sc we cail on you, decision-
Makers, to put yourselves intp our sh es, and when
signing each drug-related policy, pictnﬁa how it feels
o be young and see our futures fafl to tonditions and
Sltuations that we cannot conitrof

We urge  Member  States o increase youth
engagement m SClenice-based prevention

interventions It is your fesponsibibity to reduce the
power dynamins hetween young Deo#le and adults,
ensuring that we feel empowered to act as your equal
Counterparts. Tc do so, we must be provided with 2
socially relevant platform a voice of our own,
through which we can finally make' ourselves be
heaid.

Out call is for Member States to help us i building
the toundatior ¢ for structured and sygtematic youth-
led action; providing infrastrur;ture, opporiunities and
conditions to equally empower youth to make
informed consent-based  cacisians,
implementing  prevention efforts  fegardless  of
abilies, languages, and culturai differénr,es We urge
decision-make s 1o closely collaborite with local
NGDs, zocial groups, sehooles and Universities to
pioude substantial support, such as but not limited
1o, funding, khawledge and skills

and and

Gur message and call o action is to! priontise drug
gse preventior, especially among youths, and to
fhvest in evidence-based, early, and youth-centred
prevention  strategies By working | together and

eIinpowering voung people to cate for health and well-
beiny we can create 3 brighter and healthier future
for all

Passion moves hearts, support moves
hands. We have the passion, the heart

and the hands: give us the upport and
change will happen, |









The UNODGC Youth Initiat
on glohal movemen: using Social Media
Networks 1o make yiuth efforts  visible
Accordingly, various social media platforme
were used prior 1o (he Youth Forum 1 piomote
the event, highbight youth and ther anticipation
as well as feature speak p2eks into the sessions
of the Youth Forym,

ve continuously builds

bttty p
- #Mgt o

LDy it e s

- URGOG Prevertion Trestment Rehasubtstie., 5.
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Twitter 180
Facebook «9
Instagram 217

Total 452

£
sty

The Youth Farum gained a total of 38,453 media
views and impressions, which 16 ndicative of the
fumber of times that people were engaged with
a social  media post  tiroush
comments. shares, ang Chcks 1The table oelow
presents  indicators that  deapict the gverafl
performance from the three main social media
Channels of the UNODC Youth Initiative during
February - March 2024

reactions,

- WMTWIMMM;'«&
Bcbing oft e Mle s
Weve waltomes 33, S hom 37 caurns
ieanng, »
S8 70 mant to o 1907 Fing mase

Sun ol nasng sviseece Back

Ltate

PCEe
l.

b
167 21248 22
31% 6,221 22
38 10,984 22
55% 38,453 66

QU4 Repant | 16



UNODC YOUTH INITIATIVE

The UNODC Youth Initiat ve homepage showcased the Youth F

i
orum 2024 through an interactive
Youth Forum 2024 Timelne that demonstrates the events

teading up to the Youth Forum, and a
Youth Action article sumrr arising the 3-day event :

1
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Leyla Ha

Ivayla Viadislavova Kiritova

Sanova

Chun-Yiy Lee
Yifei Shao
Luka Ar toneic
Nikolas Fyriacoy
Habiba Ahmed Mohamed Saad Raslan
Danvela Alejandra Romero Castilio
Kendrick Ny Adotey Sackar
Alkaterini Maia Markak,
tlefthena Kaswiki
Miyu Takazawa
Shizuna Yanag
Zhandos / klayev
Nadira Ryskulova
Ardai Isabakova
Mohamed Saad M ftah Ghareba
Nurasyqin Binti Mohd Azaley Ismail
Muhamad Sawar Nawfar
Raguel Odette Tuledo Pérey
Petar Uli¢evic
Andié Thomass Haugen
Jodo Pedro Cortes Cardoso
German Kalsian#
Uliana Bogdasarova
Saska Simi¢
Anne Megan Kong
Balbina Mathev Safari
Chantisa Despray
Abmet Ozan Yilma,
Polina Grace owry
Cartina Samit Morcos Mikhail
Amina Narzul aeva
Amina Abjem jeva

Elias Sebastian H ig Alves

PRI o2t Bl S8

-

PARTICIPANTS

e

Azerbaijan
Hulgaria
China ’
China
Cioatia ’
Cyprus |
Egypt ‘
El Salvador i
Ghana
Greece
Greece
Japan {
Japan i
Kazakhstan
Kazakhstan
Kyrgyzstan |
Libya |
Malaysia '
Mauritius
Mexico
Montene.gro !
Norway |
Portugal
Russia
Russia
Saudi Arabia
Singapore
Tanzama
Thailand |
Tirkiye '
United Kingdom ;
United States of Ameima
Uzbekistan
Uzbekistan

Venezuela j

# Please note that this youth was not akle to participate due to conflicting personal schedules and other matters |






PERMANENT MiSS|

ONS

The Youth Forum 15 an an ual event arganized
by the UNODC Youth Initigtive in the broader
context of the Commission on Narcotic Drugs
(CND). Its main objective s to gather young
people, nominated by Membar States and active
in drug use prevention and youth empawerment
from around the world. The cini s to allow them

1o exchange deas, wigio 15, and different
perspectives on how to better protect the health
and wellbeing of thei peers.
cultural backyground and opirions, unified by the
youths' motivation to engage in prevention,
enriches the discussions and setves as the
ground for the joint message that will be
Conveyed to the global level policy makers

ihe thveisity in

Itis important to note that youth participants do
not represent Memnber States cuting the Youth
Forum. The Youth Forum is rieant to be a safe
place for youth to exchange expetiences, learn
and develop a statement shai 1g their hopes and
visions with the Commission and attending
delegates  Therefore, although  youth  are
nominated by Member Slates, they participate in
the Youth Forum n thei persoaal capacity

When UNODC commences the nomination
piocess for Youth Forum 2025 a guidance
document will be provided to . Permanent
Missions in order to provide agsistance in
nominating  appropriate candidales  for
participation.  In  addition to mnistries or
government enlities that work with and support
vouth 1o live healthy lives. UNODC also suggesis
feachng ocut to vouth ofganizatons, groups,
groups  or othel organized
clvities that are oriented towards ;empowen‘ng
youth as leaders working on substance use
prevention Public and private sche Is, including
higher  education, may also be | settings to
Idertiry youth for parlicipation Please alsc note
that  nominations  can only  be made by
Permanent Missions, and thus a coord nated
approach  should he exercisefd  amongst
cottceined stakeholders in-country tp identify the
most appiopriate youth, '

leagues,.  civics

Again, UNUDU would itke 40 thark Permanent
Missions  that  have nominated youth to
Particripate w Youth Forum 2024, and we look
forward to expanding the youth Community in
e years to come. Further infaurmation and
gurdance will be provided in the conjing months

i
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