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My Academic Path

• Elementary School and High School in Podgorica, Montenegro
• 1993 – 1999: BSc in Electrical Engineering at University of Montenegro
• 2000 – 2001: MSc in Electron Microscopy at ISUFI, University of Salento, Italy
• 2002 – 2004: PhD student at University Ca’ Foscari of Venice, Italy
• 2004 – 2006: PhD in Physics at EMAT, University of Antwerpen, Belgium
• 2007 – today, Researcher at Vinca Institute, University of Belgrade, Serbia

• 2008 – 2011 NATO Reintegration Grant (my individual project) at Vinca Institute
• 2010/11 – PostDoc at ENEA Brindisi, Brindisi, Italia 
• 2013/14 – “Research in Paris” – International Award for Visiting Senior Scientist at 

Chimie-ParisTech and Collège  de France, Paris, France  
• Leader for 3 bilateral projects (France  - Serbia: 2x, Croatia – Serbia: 1x)
• 2018 – MSCA IF awarded for my Individual project
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My MSCA IF applications

Standard EF, PHY Panel, Proposal Title: ZnS Wurtzite Nanotextured Ceramic 
Materials for Pyroelectric Energy Harvesting (NanoPyroMat)
Host: ENEA, Italy; Supervisor: Dr Amelia Montone; Grant Requested: 180,277.2 EUR
• 2016 (call H2020-MSCA-IF-2015):

Proposal number: 706146, Score: 89.00, Rejected 
Excellence – 4.40, Impact – 4.50 , Implementation – 4.50. 

• 2017 (call H2020-MSCA-IF-2016):
Proposal number: 743431, Score: 89.80, Rejected, awarded with the Seal of Excellence
Excellence – 4.40, Impact – 4.70 , Implementation – 4.40. 

• 2018 (call H2020-MSCA-IF-2017):
Proposal number: 743431, Score: 90.20, Accepted
Excellence – 4.70, Impact – 4.60 , Implementation – 3.90. 
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Think before you start

• Find the right HOST
• Good institutional capacities
• The department/group is important/a leader in your field of interest
• Have a long tradition of hosting international researchers
• Use the Internet and your connections to find a host that suits you!

• Find the right SUPERVISOR
• He/She should be your “role-model” in science!
• Expert in your field of interest and in particular can help you greatly with 

realization of your MSCA IF proposal
• Think about your Career Development Plan 
• Email/talk to your Supervisor and ask for support when you need it 

This project is funded by
the European Union

4



Things to remember I

• The project is yours, and the host is simply the host. Don’t expect feedback on what you are writing
from them, and don’t expect the labs equipment or standing to help much; the idea is the key and
most important thing, and that is your responsibility.

• The proposal is evaluated on Excellence, Impact and Implementation. This means they evaluate:

• Excellence: This is the quality, innovation and credibility of your idea, the host, the supervisor and
the career boost you will get from doing it as an independent researcher thanks to doing it in your
host environment (50%)

• Impact: Enhancing research- and innovation-related human resources, skills, and working conditions
to realise the potential of individuals and to provide new career perspectives. Effectiveness of the
proposed measures for communication and results dissemination, be it conferences, publications,
outreach programmes or social media or blogging, mentoring or MSCA/academic activity promotion
(30%) and

• Implementation. This is the “fit” of the work and management environment of the project, including
your ability to manage your own work through the Work Packages and the oversight you will get from
your supervisor/host institution, as well as the practical support they will give you (20%).
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Things to remember II

• These are the criteria and the weightings against which everything you 
write will be judged. You can have amazing scores for Excellence, and still 
not get the grant. It has to be “very good” in all areas, and even small 
improvements in “weaker” categories can make a big difference.

• Your idea might be great, but, even so, the evaluators have 3 Why 
questions for your application:

Why you? 
Why here (at your host with your supervisor)? and 
Why now?

• If you can answer those three questions in your proposal by demonstrating 
evidence, you will have a much better chance.
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Things to remember III

• Read the Guidebook carefully, every word matters.
• Use the same Chapter titles as provided in the Guidebook.
• Don’t consider the proposal finished once you’ve written it: read it 

repeatedly and revise the text as much as you can.
• Don’t try to do things at the “last minute”. Give yourself plenty of time to 

write the proposal, and enough time to think about it and revise it after you 
finish your first draft (minimum 6 weeks). Fine tuning is very important.

• Give your proposal to your colleagues/friends/professors/supervisor to 
read and comment on it. If they don’t understand it, the evaluators might 
not either. 
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Things to remember IV

• If the proposal has been rejected, and you have comments from reviewers, make sure
that you read, understand and act on the negative aspects of the proposal that they
highlight before you resubmit. You cannot improve the proposal or your result if you don’t
address the concerns of the reviewers, however unusual you think they might be; in this
situation, it’s important to address the negative comments, not to agree with them!

• Try to have a “vision” of what the proposal offers. This is equally valid for specific,
personal development, and more general, long-term or strategic issues. Try to work that
into the “narrative” of your project; remember to explain why it is relevant, useful, novel
or innovative and how that fits into the goals and objectives of the EU as a whole, and/or
your specific field.

• It’s not likely that the evaluators will be experts in exactly what you want to do; after
all, your idea should be new or innovative and so they can’t be experts in every aspect of
what you want to achieve. Therefore, think in terms of clarity and make your writing
relevant and logical, so that the idea you are putting forward is easy to follow.
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Pay attention to your CV

• Make your CV representative of your ability to achieve results in your 
project. Emphasise things that show your experience of work or 
achievements that relate to your project idea or your ability/potential to 
achieve the goals outlined in the expected project results.

• Demonstrate relevant experience and relevant transferable skills where 
possible. Mention any relevant mobility (Summer schools, Postdoc 
experience, Research awards abroad and so on); one of the key things they 
want is evidence that you personally, as well as your idea, are actually 
worth investing in.

• Always remember that the EU is making an investment in both you and 
your idea; it’s usually a LOT of money, hundreds of thousands of euros; you 
need to demonstrate that it should be you, not someone else, who is able 
to work on your idea, and also that your chosen host and mentor will 
provide the right environment for you to be successful. 
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Be neat and tidy

• Have your English checked by a professional – the evaluators are very 
sensitive to errors! 

• Choose your references wisely (up to 15) – they take up lots of space and 
there is only 10 pages for the proposal!

• Evaluators are humans and do not spend much time on reading your 
proposal: make your text interesting and easy to read. Pay special 
attention to the abstract.

• If you have problem with space, consider using the smallest font allowed!

• The same applies for the Gannt Chart: use the smallest font.

• Use bold, italic and underline the text to highlight your ideas or important 
points.
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Connect with others

• Find more info from other (ex) MSCA IF applicants – follow their 
Forums: connectivity is important, lots of people will be happy to 
share their experience, or even their winning proposals. 

• Talk to the NCP or an MSCA related person at your host, share the 
proposal with them.

• If your host organizes a Writing Camp or some other helpful event: get 
involved. 
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Widening Fellowships

• Consider the Widening Fellowships applications to the call for MSCA-IF, 
where the host organisation is located in an eligible widening country, will 
be automatically resubmitted to this call in case their proposal fails to reach 
an adequate place in the ranking to be funded in the regular MSCA-IF call.

Widening countries:
• Member States: Bulgaria, Croatia, Cyprus, Czech Republic, Estonia, Hungary, 

Latvia, Lithuania, Luxembourg, Malta, Poland, Portugal, Romania, Slovakia 
and Slovenia.

• Associated Countries: Albania, Armenia, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Faroe 
Islands, Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, Georgia, Moldova, 
Montenegro, Serbia, Tunisia, Turkey and Ukraine.
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