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[bookmark: _GoBack]Subject: Determination of the time limit for presentation of goods when placing goods under the common transit procedure
Reference: Customs administration Act No. I/1-9578/2-24 of 9 October 2024
By the above-referenced Act, a recommendation was issued regarding the maximum time limit for the exit of goods, i.e. the time limit for the arrival and presentation of goods dispatched under the transit procedure and the combined export-transit procedure (export, re-export, and outward processing procedures), with a duration of up to 48 hours, in most cases this period is considered sufficient given the size of the customs territory of Montenegro and taking into account the applicable transport regulations. 
Considering that Montenegro will become a full contracting party to the Convention on a Common Transit Procedure as of 1 November 2025, and with the aim of ensuring uniform action by customs offices, we hereby point-out the following:
According to the Convention on a Common Transit Procedure, the time limit for presenting goods to the Customs administritation is determined by the country of departure – in this case, the Customs administration of Montenegro when the transit procedure is initiated in Montenegro.
This time limit must be:
· realistic – sufficiently long to allow the physical transportation of the goods to the destination;
· but also limited, in order to prevent abuse and the prolonged retention of goods under transit.
meaning  that the customs office of departure determines the time limit within which the goods must be presented to the customs office of destination (Article 34 of the Convention), taking into account:
1. the itinerary,
2. the means of transport,
3. traffic and transport regulations,
4. information provided by the holder of the procedure.
We emphasize that the customs office of departure is obliged to set a realistic time limit for presenting goods to the customs office of destination, taking into account the above provisions as well as the request of the holder of the procedure.
It is recommended that the time limit for presenting goods under the common transit procedure be set as follows: for road transport a minimum of 7 days and a maximum of 14 days;
· for rail and maritime transport: a minimum of 14 days and a maximum of 28 days.
In most cases, these periods are sufficient considering the most distant contracting parties to the Convention and taking into account transport regulations (e.g. the Law on working hours and rest periods of mobile workers and recording equipment in road transport, or other transport regulations affecting the mode of carriage, etc.).
Article 34 paragraph 2 of the Convention stipulates that the time limit for presenting goods to the customs office of destination, as determined by the customs office of departure, must also be met by the customs administrations of the countries through whose territories the goods pass, and such administrations can not alter that time limit.
Therefore, the time limit for presenting goods to the customs office of destination, as determined by the customs office of departure, is binding upon all other customs offices. For this reason, it is essential that the customs office of departure establishes a realistic time limit for the presentation of goods to the customs office of destination, taking into account all necessary information relevant to the transit procedure concerned.
The heads of the customs offices and the heads of the customs houses are responsible for the proper implementation of this Act, starting from 1 November 2025.
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