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• Observed fragmentation of study initiatives 

• Call by EMA/CHMP to pool resources for large-scale multi-centre, multi-arm clinical trials

• ERAvsCORONA action plan

• Short-term coordinated R&I actions

• 2nd priority action on extending and supporting large EU wide clinical trials for clinical 

management of COVID19 patients, aiming at gathering additional funding to extend and 

support the implementation of large-scale, multi-centric clinical trials across Europe

Background & rationale

https://ec.europa.eu/info/sites/info/files/covid-firsteravscorona_actions.pdf


• Aim to enable the collaboration and coordination between Member States 

and research sites, to support the implementation of large-scale, multi-centric 

COVID-19 clinical trials across Europe

• Generation of robust evidence to support regulatory decisions & inform policy 

• Necessary agility to rapidly react and integrate new research findings

• Inclusive geographic scope

• Support overcoming political, ethical, administrative, regulatory and logistical 

(PEARL) hurdles for rapid implementation or adaptation of clinical trials

Towards an EU-wide clinical trials network



• Therapeutic approaches 1: REMAP-CAP

Adaptive Platform Trial 1

• Therapeutic approaches 2: DisCoVeRy - based

Adaptive Platform Trial 2

• E.g. Immunoprophylaxis

Adaptive Platform Trial 3

• E.g. Vaccines  

Adaptive Platform Trial 4

• Other, in response to new evidence
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• EU-RESPONSE project

• Based on DisCoVeRy trial

• Geographic extension

• RECOVER project

• REMAP-CAP/COVID trial

• First results published in JAMA (2 Sep) 

• SUPPORT-E project

• Supports clinical evaluation of COVID-19 convalescent plasma  

H2020-funded therapeutic (platform) trials

https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jama/fullarticle/2770278?guestAccessKey=23fa39bc-68d3-4d4a-88ef-37c908849a05&utm_source=For_The_Media&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=ftm_links&utm_content=tfl&utm_term=090220


• Contribute to evidence-informed public health policy

• ! Context of vaccine hesitancy ! 

• Need additional complementary data to inform decisions on vaccination strategy

• Should be explored in Phase I, Phase II and Phase III trials (pre-authorisation)

• And continue in Phase IV (post-authorisation) 

• Scope 

• Facilitate large-scale trials for industry, SME & academic developers

• Inform public health policy on vaccination strategies  

• Adequate monitoring of vaccine safety and effectiveness

Towards a vaccine trials network



European COVID-19 data portal

European COVID-19 Data Portal : 

Enables researchers to store, share, 

access, analyse and process data on 

SARS-CoV-2 and COVID-19

https://www.covid19dataportal.org/

