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Agenda 

IP Valuation and IP-Backed Finance: Exploring opportunities for SMEs in Montenegro


11 November 2026
Online


Contact person:
Ms. Justyna Petsch, Project Lead EU4IP-WB6
e-mail: Justyna.PETSCH@euipo.europa.eu


Objective: To introduce the fundamentals of IP valuation and IP-backed finance, explore how intellectual property and other intangible assets can support SMEs’ access to finance, and share relevant international and European experiences.
The workshop will also provide an opportunity to discuss the challenges, needs and potential areas for future cooperation in Montenegro.



www.eu4ip-wb.eu





11 November 2026

09:00 - 09:10 		Opening remarks
			Speaker: Ms Justyna PETSCH, EU4IP-WB Project lead, EUIPO
· Welcome to participants.
· Brief introduction to the workshop and its objectives.
SESSION I – UNDERSTANDING IP-BACKED FINANCE
09:10 - 09:40		Unlocking IP Finance for Innovation and Creativity
			Speaker: Juni Tingting Zhu, Senior Economist, World Bank Group
· The growing importance of intangible assets and the potential of IP financing
· Key barriers faced by SMEs and financial institutions
· Overview of IP financing instruments and international experiences
· Policy measures and enabling conditions for IP-backed finance
09:40 - 10:00	IP-Backed Finance in Europe: State of Play and Future Perspectives 
			Speaker: Mr Michal KAZIMIERCZAK, EUIPO 
· Innovation financing gap and role of IP
· Key barriers: valuation, data and regulatory aspects
· Areas requiring further development, including IP disclosure, valuation, data, financing mechanisms and institutional capacity
10:00 - 10:20		The EUIPO Roadmap on IP-Backed Finance 
			Speaker: Mr Dennis SCHEIRS, EUIPO
· Objectives and main components of the EUIPO Roadmap
· Key initiatives under development, including the European IP Reporting Framework (EIRF) and Industry Information Sheets (IIS)
· How these tools fit into the broader process of IP screening, valuation and financing readiness
10:20 - 10:35 	The IP-Backed Finance Alliance: International Cooperation and Knowledge Sharing 
		Speaker: Ms Isabel FELÍO, EUIPO
· Objectives and international dimension of the Alliance
· Main initiatives: Friends of IP Finance, Global Best Practices Guide and IP Finance Ecosystem Framework
· International cooperation and capacity-building activities
10:35 - 10:50 		Questions and Answers - World Bank and EUIPO representatives 
10:50 - 11:05		Break
SESSION II – PRACTICAL EXPERIENCES AND THE MONTENEGRIN PERSPECTIVE
11:05 - 11:30		Financing innovation: Guarantees and risk-sharing instruments
Speaker: Mr Andrea CRISANTI, European Investment Fund (EIF)(TBC)
· Role of financial intermediaries in supporting IP-intensive and innovation-driven SMEs
· Operational considerations: risk assessment, monitoring and delivery capacity
· Leveraging existing guarantee frameworks to support IP-related financing in the EU context
11:30 - 11:50	Montenegro’s Perspective: IP Commercialisation and Support for Innovative SMEs
[bookmark: _GoBack]	Speaker: Srna Sudar, Technology Transfer Office, Science and Technology Park of Montenegro 
11:50 - 12:00	Questions and Answers- EIF and the Science and Technology Park of Montenegro
12:00 - 12:25		Interactive Discussion: Exploring opportunities for Montenegro
			Moderator: Ms Isabel FELÍO, EUIPO (TBC)
Participants: Representatives of Montenegro’s relevant institutions, EIF and EUIPO.
Guiding questions:
· What are the main challenges faced by innovative SMEs in accessing finance in Montenegro?
· What support would be needed to explore IP valuation and IP-backed finance?
· What opportunities for future cooperation could be identified?
12:25 - 12:30		Conclusions and closing remarks
			Speaker: Ms Justyna PETSCH, EU4IP-WB Project lead, EUIPO	
· Summary of key takeaways and potential next steps
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