Pursuant to Article 12 paragraph 5 of the Law on Plant Health Protection (Official Gazette of the Republic of Montenegro No 28/06 and Official Gazette of Montenegro No.  28/11 and 48/15) the Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and Water management adopted 

ORDER
ON THE EMERGENCY PHYTOSANITARY MEASURES FOR THE PREVENTION OF THE INTRODUCTION AND SPREAD AND FOR THE ERADICATION OF THE GRAPEVINE FLAVESCENCE DORÉE PHYTOPLASMA

The order was published in the "Official Gazette of Montenegro", no. 26/2025 and entered into force on March 18 2025


1. In order to prevent the introduction of the Grapevine Flavescence Dorée phytoplasma, causal agent of flavescence dorée on grapevine (hereinafter referred to as: harmful organism), which is transmitted by the vector, the leafhopper Scaphoideus titanus, the implementation of phytosanitary measures are mandatory for the following host plants: grapevine (Vitis vinifera) and other species and grafts belonging the genus Vitis L..
2. Natural reservoirs of the harmful organism are Clematis vitalba, Ailanthus altissima, Alnus spp., abandoned Vitis spp as the alternative hosts of a harmful organism, so it is recommended to the holders of plants referred to in point 1 of this order, which have not been determined to be infected by Grapevine flavescence dorée phytoplasma, removal of alternative host plants to prevent possible spread of the harmful organism.
3. Plant holders are obliged to implement the following phytosanitary measures:
a) conduct visual inspections of plants referred to in point 1 to:
i. determine symptoms of infection on leaves that have downward-rolled margins and change colour-turning yellow for white varieties and red for black varieties - from mid - July and
ii. check for the presence of nymphs and larval skins that are small (less than 5 mm), whitish, and later yellowish in colour with two black spots on the dorso-lateral part of the last urite. They can be find on the lower surface of leaves and they can jump, during the period from mid - May to the end of June.
b) placing yellow sticky traps diagonally in the vineyard to monitor the vector adult population and checking them at intervals of 14 days from the beginning of July to mid - September, and/or by sweeping with entomological net the leaves of the vine plants on both sides of the row.
c) carry out chemical treatments of vector using authorized products in vineyards and grape nurseries to control vector as follows:
i. the first treatment by mid - June;
ii. the second treatment by the end of June (two weeks after the first treatment);
iii. if the presence of the adult is detected in July on yellow sticky traps or by sweeping with entomological net, an additional treatment should be carried out, depending on the harvest period and withhold period (minimum time between the last application of chemicals and the harvest).
4. If the inspections referred to in point 3a of this order, raise on the suspicion of presence of the harmful organism, plant holders are obliged to immediately notify phytosanitary inspector or the administrative authority responsible for plant health protection (hereinafter: the Administration).
5. In the case of suspicion referred to in point 4 of this order, the phytosanitary inspector:
a) determines the number of suspicious plants on the presence of the harmful organism;
b) carries out the sampling for laboratory testing and marks the plants from which the samples were taken;
c) prohibits the movement of plants from the nurseries until the laboratory test results are obtained;
d) prohibits the movement of cuttings and pruning, as well as any other actions involving host plants in vineyards.

6. The samples referred to in point 5b of this order consist of five to ten whole leaves with petioles from the symptomatic plant, packed in plastic bags (could be stored in a refrigerator not more than two days before sending) and  labelled with the following data on the label: sampling date, name of the phytosanitary inspector, location, GPS coordinates, grapevine variety, name and address of the owner and cadastral plot number.
7.  If the laboratory testing referred to in point 5b of this order determines the presence of the harmful organism, the Administration demarcates the area by the decision and orders the implementation of phytosanitary measures referred to in points 12 and 13 of this order.
8. The demarcated area referred to in point 7 of this order includes one or more infected zones and the buffer zone surrounding them.
9. The infected zone referred to in point 8 of this order is the area with a radius of 300 m surrounding the infected plant by the harmful organism confirmed by the laboratory testing.
10.  The buffer zone referred to in point 8 of this order is an area that is surrounding one or more infected areas and in which the presence of a harmful organism has not been confirmed and in which prevention measures against the spread of the harmful organism are implemented and includes an area wide at least 2.5 km from the border of the infected zone.
11. If in the two years long period after the last detection, the harmful organism has not been found to be present in the demarcated area referred to in point 8 of this order, the decision on establishment of the demarcated area is repealed and the implementation of measures prescribed by this order stops.
12. In the infected area referred to in point 9 of this order, for the purpose of eradication and preventing the spread of the harmful organisms, competent phytosanitary inspector, in addition to the measures referred to in point 3 of this order, orders the plant holder:
a) the removal and destruction of individual vine plants infected with a harmful organism, confirmed by laboratory testing, together with the roots;
b) the removal and destruction of individual vine plants together with the roots if they show the infection by the harmful organism, including all plants owned by other holders, from immediate vicinity of the infected plants, even if the infection is not confirmed by the laboratory testing, in accordance with the risk assessment;
c) the prohibition of the movement of the planting material of the host plants outside the infected area;
d) the removal and destruction of uncultivated vine plants and alternative hosts with no confirmation of the infection by the laboratory testing.
13.  In the buffer zone referred to in point 10 of this order, plant holders implement measures referred to in point 3 of this order, and in the case of the suspicion of presence of the harmful organism should be done as referred to in point 4 of this order.
14. The plants for planting of genus Vitis L., other than seed, may only be introduced into the territory of Montenegro if they are accompanied by a phytosanitary certificate stating under the rubric ‘Additional Declaration’ one of the following  - that the plants for planting:
a)  originate in an area known to be free from Grapevine flavescence dorée phytoplasma,or
b)  originate in a site of production where:
- no symptoms of Grapevine flavescence dorée phytoplasma on Vitis L. have been observed at the site of production and in a surrounding zone of 20m since the beginning of the last complete cycle of vegetation. In the case of plants used for the propagation of Vitis L., no symptoms of Grapevine flavescence dorée phytoplasma on Vitis spp. have been observed at the site of production and in a surrounding zone of either 20m of a site of production of scions or 40m of a site of production of rootstocks since the beginning of the two last complete cycles of vegetation, and
- monitoring of the vectors is conducted, and in areas where the vectors are present appropriate treatments are carried out to control the vectors of Grapevine flavescence dorée phytoplasma, and
- abandoned Vitis L. in the surrounding zone of 20m of the the site of production have been rogued out,or
c)  have undergone hot water treatment in accordance with international standards.

15. [bookmark: _GoBack]The importer is obliged, with the application for phytosanitary import inspection of the plants referred to in point 14 of this order, if the plants are imported for a known final user, to provide the contact details of the final user of the plants, the number of plants, to monitor the presence of Grapevine Flavescence Dorée phytoplasma at the final user's production site which is included in Program of the phytosanitary measures adopted by the Administration.
16. By the day of publication of this order, the Order on the emergency phytosanitary measures for the prevention of the introduction and spread and for the eradication of the Grapevine Flavescence Dorée phytoplasma ("Official Gazette of Montenegro", number 130/24) is repealed.
17. This order shall enter into force on the next day from the day of its publishing in the Official Gazette of Montenegro.


