Dear ladies and gentlemen,

dear hosts and guests

I would like to thank the Ministry of Interior of Republic of Turkey for its invitation to participate in Conference and to share with you Montenegrin experience for the past five years in the field of cross-sectoral cooperation.

I would also like to thank TACSO project, that is to say European Union which finance it and all national Offices and regional office for their significant influence on improving regional connection and cooperation, exchange of information and experiences at the sectoral but also at cross-sectoral and international  level. 
It is important to emphasize that Lisbon Treaty for the candidate countries and potential candidates, established cooperation with civil society as political criteria, to which Montenegro tried to responded positively. 

Our  example shows that five principles of cooperation established in 2009 by the Strategy of cooperation of the Government of Montenegro and NGOs, (partnership, transpar​ency, responsibility, mutual information and independence of NGOs) resulted in increased level of transparency of state bodies and better quality and more significant participation of NGOs in the process of public policy preparation.

Today, we recognize NGOs as partners that can contribute to democratization of the society, and apart from new legislation, joint initiatives and projects, we have active Council for Cooperation of the Government of Montenegro and NGO with equal number of members from both sectors, representatives of NGOs in working groups for preparation of negotiation positions for specific chapters of AQ, and  we started with preparation of a new strategy for creating a supportive environment for development of NGO sector in Montenegro. 
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