[bookmark: _Toc174342335]Poziv za iskazivanje interesovanja za evaluatore/evaluatorke prijava na Konkurs za dodjelu stipendija izvrsnosti za doktorska istraživanja u Crnoj Gori (međunarodni)

Request for Expressions of Interest (EoI)     
for Evaluators
of the applications for the
Call for Excellence Scholarships for PhD Research in Montenegro

Background
The Government of Montenegro adopted the Strategy for Scientific Research Activity of Montenegro 2024-2028 with the Action Plan for 2024-2025[footnoteRef:1] (hereinafter: Strategy) at the beginning of July, 2024, which is the most significant sectoral strategic document in the field of science and research.   [1:  https://www.gov.me/clanak/strategija-za-naucnoistrazivacku-djelatnost-na-engleskom-jeziku ] 

The Strategy defines three (3) strategic objectives, while Strategic Objective 2 is related to Strengthening human resources and institutional capacities in science and research. Under this strategic objective, the Operative objective 2.1: Support to the young researchers has been defined, followed by the Activity 2.1.1 Scholarship programme for excellent PhD research.
Under the abovementioned Activity, the Government of Montenegro adopted the Scholarship Programme for Excellent PhD Research[footnoteRef:2]. In accordance with the article 11 of the Law on Scientific Research Activity and with the aforementioned Programme, the Ministry of Education, Science and Innovation will announce the Call for Scholarships for Excellent PhD Research. [2:  https://www.gov.me/dokumenta/c6ad79f9-d211-4748-85c2-33990d4db4b5 ] 

In accordance with the article 11 of the Law on Scientific Research Activity and with the Programme, the Ministry of Education, Science and Innovation publishes the Call for Expressions of Interest (EoI) for Evaluators of the applications for the Call for Excellence Scholarships for PhD Research in Montenegro.
In line with the article 12 of the Law on Scientific Research Activity (“Official Gazette of Montenegro,” No. 51/2025), Rulebook on the Criteria for Enrollment on the List of Independent Experts and the Method of Evaluation of Scientific Research Programs and Projects (“Official Gazette of Montenegro,” No. 83/2025) and the Programme, the Ministry of Education, Science and Innovation publishes the Call for Expressions of Interest (EoI) for Evaluators of the applications for the Call Excellence Scholarships for PhD Research in Montenegro.
Subject and objective of the Call for Scholarships for Excellent PhD Research
The subject of the Call is awarding excellence scholarships for PhD research in line with the priorities established by the Strategy for Scientific Research Activity of Montenegro 2024-2028.
Priorities of the scientific research activity established by the Strategy are the following:
I. Sustainable agriculture and food value chain;
II. Energy and sustainable environment;
III. Sustainable and health tourism;
IV. Science, education and culture;
V. Medicine and health;
VI. Socio-political and socio-economic challenges of the Montenegrin society;
VII. New materials, technologies, products and services;
VIII. Natural disaster risk management; and
IX. Information and communication technologies.
[bookmark: _Hlk173846543]The objective of the Call is strengthening human resources for research, innovation and competitiveness, increasing the number of researchers at the universities in Montenegro, internationalization of research work, as well as the exchange of knowledge between the academia and economy.
The evaluation process is conducted by three international evaluators, who are international experts in the relevant field of research to which the project relates. The evaluators are tasked with assessing a specific application closely related to their area of expertise and submitting individual evaluation reports in a standardized form prepared and provided by the Ministry. 
The international evaluator is expected to provide technical assistance to the Ministry in the form of scientific verification and evaluation of the application for financing of excellent post-doctoral research, ensuring it meets the eligibility and administrative compliance criteria in accordance with the Program’s evaluation standards. 
The individual evaluator should evaluate applications for financing of excellent post-doctoral research based on three criteria: 
I. Competences of the candidate, (temporary) mentor, and host institution
II. Scientific quality, originality, clarity, and feasibility of the proposed research
III. Financial plan of the proposed research
Evaluators assess the individual sub-criteria that make up each evaluation criterion, rating each sub-criterion on a scale from one to five – 1 - 5. The score for each criterion is calculated as the average of the scores for the individual sub-criteria. Evaluators are expected to provide comments alongside each score in a format that offers clear feedback to the applicants. 
The final score (K) is determined based on the following formula: 
K= 0,40I+0,40II+0,20III
where I, II, III, IV and V are the average scores assigned by three evaluators for the respective criterion, and K is the final score of the project application. The final score is rounded to two decimal places.
For a project application to qualify for funding, it must achieve a final score (K) of at least 4.00. 

Criteria for selection of the evaluator are as follows: 
- Level 8 of the national qualifications framework, i.e. PhD in a relevant field; 
- At least two years of professional scientific research experience, counting from the date of obtaining the scientific title of PhD, in the field of science for which he/she is submitting the EoI; 
- Has published at least three research papers in journals indexed in Web of Science Core Collection (WoSCC) or Scopus database and that are relevant to the field of science for which he/she submitting the EoI; 
- Active knowledge of written and spoken English, at least C1 level according to CEFR Global Scale - Common European Framework of Reference for Languages; 
- Experience in participating in at least two research projects, at least one of which should be an international project funded by the European Union or other international sources; 
- Experience in evaluating scientific research programs and/or peer review experience of scientific publications relevant to the field of science applied for. 
Scientific research experience stated in line 2 of the Criteria includes work at a university, research institute, or related institution, participation in national or international projects, as well as the publication of scientific papers relevant to the field of science for which the application is submitted.

Note: Evaluator can be of any nationality. Names of the evaluators are confidential.

Engagement of the evaluators
The Ministry appoints evaluators offering them a contract that defines the rights, obligations, terms and conditions, and they are remunerated for their services.
Terms of obligation of impartiality (i.e. no conflict of interest) are part of the contract of the evaluator with the Ministry.
Part of the evaluator’s contract with the Ministry is also the obligation of confidentiality.

Submission of the EoI
Interested candidates must provide Form for submitting EoI, along with information indicating that they are qualified to perform the evaluation process (CV, list of references of similar assignments performed, experience in similar projects etc).
Expressions of interest must be delivered by November 25, 2025, on the following e-mail address: sejla.eco@mpni.gov.me 
Additional information is available upon request at the same email address. 
The application evaluations are expected to be carried out at the begining of December 2025, when the availability of evaluators is required.
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