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114 YEARS AFTER PHYLLOXERA (1899), XYLELLA (2013)

THIS TIME IN PUGLIA WE ARE ON THE FRONT TO FIND 
SOLUTION AND PROTECT MEDITERRANEAN COUNTRIES

….. AND TO LEARN LESSONS FOR THE FUTURE



• Themes of Communication/Information
• Analysis of events during the epidemic and 

actor’s scenario
• Information VS Miss-information
• Instruments for the Communication/Information
• Change in strategy and perspectives
• Some examples of Citizen Science



La grande bufala dell’emergenza xylella. Motta: 
‘Eradicazioni inutili se il batterio esiste da 20anni’
Di Marianna Merola  19 Dicembre 2015

Actors
• Politicy (UE, National, Regional) for Regulation/Funding
• Administration (UE, National SFN, Regional SFR, local Administration) 
• Media national/international (press, TV, radio, etc.)
• Reaserch and training Institutions
• Agriculture - Stakeholder (Olive growers and other farmers / Farmer’s

Organizations / Oil producers/Oil industry/Nursery Industry)
• Tourism operators and other economic operators
• Volunteers, Associations and Public opinion
• Normal Citizen

ROLES, FUNCTIONS, RESPONSABILITIES, ACTIVITIES, ACTIONS, 
BEHAVIOUR, NEEDS, COMMUNICATION, INTERACTIONS



Themes of the communication/ Information

• The diseases, the agents, sympthoms, host range, transmission
• Origin and evolution of epidemic
• Impacts of epidemic
• Research contributes
• Legislation / Eradication / Containment Measures
• Compensation and regeneration Measures
• Regeneration



It lives just in the xylem vessels

Wide range of natural hosts variable
with the 5 subspecies (fastidiosa, 
multiplex, pauca, sandy, morus): 

Hundreds of host plant species of >80 
families

Xylella fastidiosa is an asporogenous, gram-negative bacterium
It grows with difficulties in vitro in pure culture

Worldwide a cure
still lack



Short (active) and long distance
(passive) transport through vectors

Passive, long distance transport with plants

NO

NO

YES

YES



Diseases caused by X. fastidiosa
• Symptoms are similar to extreme water stress: leaf scorch, wilting of foliage, withering of branches, dieback, 
desiccation, stunting, death of the plant.
• The pathogenicity include occlusion of the vessels (cells + biofilm) and host-response (tylose, callose, etc) 
• BUT most plants remain ASYMPTOMATIC

Pierce’s disease on grapevine Olive Quick decline syndrome

Leaf scorch of Spanish
broom Blueberry leaf scorch Alfalfa dwarf Phony peach disease

Almond leaf scorch Oleander leaf scorch Citrus Variegated chlorosis

Leaf scorch of cherry

Worldwide still lack a CURATIVE product/system

2013



Gallipoli, October 2013 March 2016

The Giant of Alliste, estimated 1500 years !
2014 2016 2019





Host species of Xylella fastidiosa
subsp. Pauca ST53

In Salento a single/unique sequence type ST53 of the 
sub-species pauca, originary from Costarica (Central 

America)

The results indicate that the epidemic
started from a single accidental event of 

introduction, quite recent (2008)

1. Acacia saligna (Labill.) Wendl. 
2. Asparagus acutifolius L. 
3. Catharanthus sp.
4. Chenopodium album L.
5. Cistus creticus L. 
6. Dodonaea viscosa Jacq. 
7. Eremophila maculata F. Muell. 
8. Erigeron sumatrensis Retz. 
9. Erigeron bonariensis L.
10. Euphorbia terracina L. 
11. Grevillea juniperina L.
12. Heliotropium europaeum L.
13. Laurus nobilis L. 
14. Lavandula angustifolia Mill. 
15. Lavandula stoechas L. 
16. Myrtus communis L. 
17. Myoporum insulare R. Br. 
18. Nerium oleander L. 
19. Olea europaea L. 
20. Pelargonium x fragrans
21. Phillyrea latifolia L. 
22. Polygala myrtifolia L. 
23. Prunus avium (L.) L. 
24. Prunus dulcis (Mill.) D.A. Webb
25. Rhamnus alaternus L. 
26. Rosmarinus officinalis L. 
27. Spartium junceum L. 
28. Vinca sp.
29. Westringia fruticosa (Willd.) Druce
30. Westringia glabra L. 
31. Hebe spp.
32. Dimorphoteca fruticosa (L.) Less. 
33. Euphorbia chamaesyce L.
34. Amaranthus retroflexus L.
35. Pistacia vera L. (giugno 2021)
36. Jasminus azoricum (gennaio 2022)
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LEGISLATION IS BASED ON THE SUBSPECIES/HOSTS  

Adapted from EFSA, 2018. EFSA Journal.

pauca-ST80
multiplex-ST7, ST81

multiplex-ST81

pauca-ST53

multiplex-ST6, ST7, ST79

multiplex-ST6, ST7

sandyi-ST76

pauca-ST53

fastidiosa-ST1

multiplex-ST6

• Eradication
• Containment

●

●multiplex-ST7

multiplex-ST87



Foto S. Petroni

Foto Infoxylella

Foto InfoxylellaFoto Infoxylella

Impacts of epidemic



Deep impacts on: economy, 
employment, climate, air, soil, 
water, nutrients,  landscape, 
biodiversity (fauna & flora), 
cultural heritage and all the other
agroecosystemic services

Olive about 60% of SAU in Salento 
(>90% of woody crops)
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Riyadh, Saudi Arabia | February 6–8, 2023

Paper Nr 

Control measures

EARLY DETECTION

Removal infected plants
Planting resistant species/cultivars

REDUCE INOCULUM PRESSURE

Management of the ground vegetation.
Insecticide applications for adults

VECTOR CONTROL

Mandatory monitoring/surveillance
program 

Screening test(s)
Serological tests (IF, DTBIA, ELISA)

Conventional PCR/ real-time PCR test/LAMP



Pubblicato il 
30 marzo ‘18

Decision 
2352/17
(Dec. 2017) 

Dec 17

Decision 
927/18

(June 2018)

Decision 
1511/18
(oct. 2018)

June 18 Dec 18

Legislation (78 laws in 5 years) 

• European (9 Decisions of the  Commission+ 1 
Resolution of European Parliament)

• National (1 DL + 11 DM + 3 Delib. Consiglio 
Ministri + 5 Ordinanze Capo Protezione Civile)

• Regional (3 Leggi Regionali + 12 Delib. Giunta 
Reg. +  14 Determ. Dirig. Sezione 
Osservatorio Fitosanitario + 16 Det. Dir. Serv. 
Agric. + 1 Det. Dir. Serv. Alim. + 1 Atto Dirig. + 
1 Linee Guida)

THE SPREAD OF EPIDEMIC 
CONTINUES FOR OPPOSITION, 

PROBLEMS AND LIMITATIONS IN THE 
APPLICATION OF CONTAINMENT

Decision 
764/16
(May 2016) 



1. Monitoring and Surveillance every year

2. Control of vectors (mechanical / chemical)

3. Elimination of the inoculum sources (the 
infected plants)

4. Prohibition of the movement of “host" and 
"specified" plants (very strong restrictions 
on nursery activity)

5. Prohibition of planting the "host" species 
in the "infected area" (with the exception 
of resistant species / varieties)

CONTAINMENT STRATEGY
on

5 PILLARS
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Life cycle and control of the vector P. spumarius

19 febbraio ‘19





A HUGE WORLDWIDE 
EFFORT TO 360°

2014

Research lines finalized to the containment / control of the epidemic:

1. Control of the vector (with different strategies)
2. Resistant or tolerant varieties
3. Resistant seedling
4. Overgrafting
5. Antibacterial molecules (i.e. NAC, tested also by endotherapy)
6. Inductors of resistance
7. Indigenous bacteriophage viruses
8. Endosymbiotic antagonists
9. Nanocarriers
10. etc ....

The Research contribute
Online

Aiaccio (Corse FR)

Lion FR



Three 4-years  H2020 Projects
- “Pest Organisms Threatening Europe” (POnTE), (1 
nov 2015, 25 partners of 13 Countries)

- “Xylella Fastidiosa Active Containment Through a 
multidisciplinary-Oriented Research Strategy” (XF-
ACTORS) (1 Nov. 2016, 29 partner of 14 Countries) 

- “Beyond Xylella, Integrated Management 
Strategies for Mitigating Xylella fastidiosa impact 
in Europe” (BEXYL) (Aug. 2016, 31 partners) 

A significative effort: over 15 millions Euro 
dedicated to Xylella only for the Horizon projects
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European Conference on Xylella fastidiosa 2017: finding answers to a global problem

Cvs Leccino & FS17 were observed to resist to 
the disease



Trying to save the 
monumental olives

by overgrafting



DAJS Distretto Agroalimentare di Qualità Jonico Salentino

Partners: DAJS, IAMB, IPSP-CNR, UNIBA, UNISAL, POLIBA, CMCC

Gen. 2021 / Set. 2023      Budget: 5M€   (finanziato al 100%)

IPSP-CNR

TASK1.3 
ANALISI DI PICCOLE ESPERIENZE COLTURALI 
ALTERNATIVE E ALTRE SITUAZIONI DI RIGENERAZIONE / 
RICONVERSIONE AGRICOLA E RURALE

TASK1.4 
OLIVO E OLTRE. IMPATTI DELLA XYLELLA SUI SISTEMI 
PRODUTTIVI E SCENARI DI CONVIVENZA CON IL 
BATTERIO



ALTERNATIVE SPP PATHOGENETIC TEST

Transmission with 
Vectors under 

controlled conditions

Monitoring and PCR analysis of a 
representative sample (up to 100 

plants) from the Infected Area

13 Tree Species/Crops
Non-hosts of Xf (n. 3) / hosts of different subspecies of Xf (n. 10)

Argan , Mango, Passionflower /
Fig, Ash, White Mulberry, Black Mulberry, Jojoba , Lime, 

Blueberry, Grapefruit, Blackberry, Cork Oak 

Check 
immunity/susceptibility/resistance to 

Xf subsp. pauca ST53

14 Tree Species/Crops Widespread in Salento
812 samples / from 131 locations

Non-hosts of Xf (n.7) / Hosts of different subspecies (Strawberry 
tree) / Hosts of the Salento ST53 strain (n.6)

Caper, Quince, Feijoa, Mastic, Pine, Castor Oil, Black Locust / 
Strawberry Tree 2 / Alaternus, Laurel, Cistus, Phillyrea, Broom, Myrtle

2 Also guest of Pauca ST53 (Communicated to the Phytosanitary Service)



Analysis of events during the 
epidemic and actor’s scenario



May 2019Autumn 
2013

estimated  
8.000ha

from 8.000 to 800.000ha
(40% of Apulia territory)

interested about 25/60 
milions of olive trees

up to now estimated more 
than 1,5 billion € of direct 

damages



In 2014 the Government establishes a state of Emergency and appoints a Civil Protection
Commissioner to implement a containment plan. Gen. Silletti, with the help of a technical scientific
board, defines and starts the action plan.

Popular protests are on the way, those exposed to the Public Prosecutor's Office and appeals to the
TAR and the European Court of Justice, to block selective uprooting of infected plants on the epidemic
front.

Birth of groups and pages on Facebook with positions of rejection / conspiracy



CROWN 
FUNDING

Active

Raccolta fondi da impiegare per:
- le azioni legali, necessarie a contrastare questa Delibera
- le sperimentazioni scientifiche negli oliveti tradizionali che sono 
una dimostrazione vivente dell’infondatezza dell’emergenza Xylella



In total 46 (some still open) appeals to the Regional Administrative Court with an average waiting time 
of 2 years for sentences. 27 rejected or inadmissible or inadmissible with legal fees charged to the 

applicants. Presented not only by companies but also by Mayors

1 Judgment of the European Court of Justice which judged the control / containment measures to be 
legitimate (March 7, 2019)

Last TAR ruling that rejects the appeals of CODACONS and other 9 associations against the DGR 1890/18 
and the Ministerial Decree 4999 "Martina"



A conspiracy campaign of 
certain popular media and 
parties push the protests



La grande bufala dell’emergenza xylella. Motta: 
‘Eradicazioni inutili se il batterio esiste da 20anni’
Di Marianna Merola  19 Dicembre 2015





A retired researcher : «La bufala 
Xylella: non è il batterio a uccidere 
gli ulivi»
“The fake news Xylella: it is not the 
bacterium that kills the olive trees”



https://www.nature.com/articles/nature.2015.17651

La grande bufala dell’emergenza 
xylella. Motta: ‘Eradicazioni inutili se il 
batterio esiste da 20anni’
Di Marianna Merola  19 Dicembre 2015

19 December 2015

The President Emiliano “The investigation by 
the Lecce prosecutor was not good”

Xylella investigation, the judge orders the archiving 
for the ten suspects

The Lecce Public Prosecutor
investigates 10 people
including the Commissioner
(who will resign), public
officers and 4 researchers;
he seizes all the plants in the
provinces of Lecce and
Brindisi (including those
infected to be uprooted)

Xylella, sequestration of the 
olive trees. Emiliano “A 
liberation”

March 2016. Emergency status ends. The Puglia
Region issues the «Mandatory Containment
Measures», indeed not very much applied both in
2016 and 2017, and launches in September 2016 an
extensive monitoring program.



Some senators asked and 
pushed for a 

parliamentary inquiry

Others have established their parliamentary 
residence in an olive grove to hinder the 

application of the eradication of some 
infected plants

Populist politicians whipped up 
anti-science conspiracy theoriesThe #Xylella fastidiosa is a huge fake news!



La grande bufala dell’emergenza xylella. Motta: 
‘Eradicazioni inutili se il batterio esiste da 20anni’
Di Marianna Merola  19 Dicembre 2015Part of the society don’t trust or is against the science

January 2022

Maj 2019

January 2020

October 2020



Visits in 
Salento

Ministries of AgricultureGovernments

Interim Enrico Letta 
dal 27-1-2014
Sottosegretari: Maurizio Martina, Giuseppe Castiglione

Letta Enrico (dal 28 
aprile 2013 al 21 
febbraio 2014)

XVII 
Legislatura 
(dal 15 
marzo 2013 
al 22 marzo 
2018). 
Elezioni 
politiche 24 
e 25 
febbraio 
2013.

8 april ’15
(after 14 months) 
20/07/15 with 
Andriukaitis

Maurizio Martina (delega ad Expo 2015)
Vice Ministro: Andrea Olivero
Sottosegretari: Giuseppe Castiglione

Renzi Matteo (dal 22 
febbraio 2014 al 12 
dicembre 2016)

Maurizio Martina, dimissionario - Dpr
14/03/2018] poi Paolo Gentiloni, interim.
Vice Ministro: Andrea Olivero
Sottosegretari: Giuseppe Castiglione

Gentiloni Paolo (dal 12 
dicembre 2016 al 1 
giugno 2018)

19 July ‘18 
(after 1 month)

Gian Marco Centinaio
Sottosegretari: Franco Manzato, Alessandra Pesce

Conte Giuseppe (dal 1 
giugno 2018 al 4 
settembre 2019)

XVIII 
Legislatura 
(dal 23 
marzo 
2018). 
Elezioni 
politiche 
del 4 marzo 
2018.

Several
(originary from 
Puglia)

Teresa Bellanova
dal 05/09/2019 al 14/01/2021; interim Conte dal 
14/01/2021
Sottosegretari: Giuseppe L’Abbate

Conte Giuseppe II (dal 5 
settembre 2019 al 13 
febbraio 2021)

?Stefano Patuanelli
Sottosegretari: Francesco Battistoni, Gian Marco 
Centinaio

Draghi Mario (dal 13 
febbraio 2021 - in 
carica)

08 aprile 2015

"Agire subito contro la 
Xylella, stop 
all'emotività"



Xylella, il ministro 
Centinaio contro Grillo: 
“Non è una fake news, la 
settimana prossima andrò 
in Puglia”

"Chiedo scusa alla Puglia perché lo 
Stato, che si può chiamare ministeri, 
Regione, politica italiana o 
magistratura, in questi anni ha voltato 
la faccia dall'altra parte"
"Chiedo scusa non come cittadino, 
ma come ministro dell'Agricoltura e 
come rappresentante dello Stato 
italiano"

“I apologize to Puglia because the State, which can be called ministries, the 
Region, Italian politics or the judiciary, has turned its face away in recent years. I 
apologize not as a citizen, but as a Minister of Agriculture and as a representative 
of the Italian state ”

Xylella, Minister 
Centinaio against 
Grillo: "It's not fake 
news, next week I'll go 
to Puglia”



https://www.filippogallinella.it/agroalimenta
re-e-politica/indagine-conoscitiva-

sullemergenza-xylella-nella-regione-
puglia/

Parliament, XIII  Agriculture Commission - SURVEY ON THE EMERGENCY RELATED TO 
THE SPREAD OF XYLELLA FASTIDIOSA IN THE PUGLIA REGION (6 Sept. – 19 Dec. 2018 

with 9 multiple auditions)



24/02/2015

22/11/2014



2015

GAPs DAY



Monopoli 13 gennaio 2019

https://www.lecceprima.it/attualita/video-corteo-
monopoli-agricoltori-xylella-13-gennaio-
2019.html



Xylella - Lecce, 7 March 2019

Roma, Gilet Arancioni – 14 February 2019

Bari, Gilet Arancioni 
- 7 January 2019



Maj 2018 exposed / complaint of producer’s organization to the Public Prosecutors

article 656 of the Criminal Code referring to the publication
and dissemination of false and unfounded information
such as to disturb public order and safety, as well as
article 500 of the Criminal Code relating to conduct,
including negligent and omissive, direct or causative of the
spread of diseases (see xylella epidemic)



Information 
VS 

Missinformation



Main Fake news (often in contraddiction) of Misinformation and Conspiracy

1. It is not scientifically proven that Xylella causes the OQDS
2. No EPIDEMIC or EMERGENCY with just 1,8% of olive plants infected by the 

bacteria (data of monitoring regional program)
3. There is a Monopoly of the Research in the hands of few by State Law
4. There are no data about the incidence of xf in the infected plants in the South 

Salento
5. There is a secret conspiracy to transform the traditional olive economic system

(super-intensive) or Land grubbing

1,8%

100%

Scientific Istitutions
authorized to hold and 

handle XF ST53: 
Università of Bari, Lecce, Foggia,
IAM-Bari, CNR-Bari, Milan,
Florence, Viterbo, CREA Rome.
ST53 studied also in Belgium,
France (2 ist.), Germany, Spain,
USA



+

+

+

+

+

+

+

+

+

qPCR Harper 
(STEM/PETIOLES)

Olive seedling

28.00/-8cm below p.i.

27.00/29.004cm below p.i. 

27.60/-Colletto

20.00/21.001st p.i.

28.00/29.602nd p.i. 

21.00/21.903rd p.i. 

24.00/26.005cm above

21.00/22.3010cm above

21.00/23.4015cm above

21.00/23.0020cm above

32.00/-Roots

100% of Xf positive in 500 olives with clear
symptoms of the disease coming from 11 different

towns in the Infected Zone

2017

It has been experimentally verified, demonstrating the Koch’s postulates, the 
etiological role of X.f. pauca ST53 in the Olive Quick Decline Syndrome in Puglia



At least 9 scientific publications concern the association Xylella
fastidiosa subsp. pauca and the Olive Quick Decline Syndrome

Scientific Report, negli ultimi anni ha ospitato ben 7 lavori di gruppi diversi con Xylella fastidiosa nel titolo e ben 33 nel 
testo nonché migliaia e migliaia di altri lavori in ambito fitopatologico affidati a revisori specialisti dell’argomento



Despite the many new scientific evidences, ORGANIZED DISINFORMATION continues
With a CAMPAIGN for oppositions to the containment measures

The multiple hypotheses on the origin of the phenomenon of OQD:
• Groundwater pollution
• Chemtrails
• Wood fungi (Verticillium type or rot agents)
• Herbicides and in particular Gliphosate
• Immune system weakening (?) Due to excess pesticides or lack of organic matter in soils
• Poor care of olive groves or incorrect agronomic practices
• Tectonic leaching (??)
• Secret nighttime xylella distribution with planes or helicopters
• Lands depleted by tobacco growing in the past
• Boric acid

The imaginative motives hypothesized:
• Building speculation
• Speculation to spread super-intensive systems
• Speculation to spread Israeli GMO olive trees (?)
• Speculation to spread patented resistant varieties
• TAP pipeline with landing at San Foca
• Design to destroy traditional Salento olive growing
• Import of non-EU oils (especially from Tunisia)

IGNORANCE BAD-TRUST

HUGE RESPONSIBILITY in 
the lack of contrast to the 

rapid spread of the 
EPIDEMIC



MISINFORMATION
&

CONSPIRACY

INFORMATION, 
COMMUNICATION & 

PUBLIC AWARENESS 
are the main antibodies

against



Instruments of Information/communication

• Meetings on the territory with farmers
• Institutional websites (for example Emergenza xylella)
• Research Project websites, communication, scientific and 

divulgative events, newsletters
• Volunteer initiatives
• Divulgative publications on technical Journals
• Training in the school
• Classical Media 
• Social Media



www.emergenzaxylella.it



Initiative born in March 2016 to provide 
CORRECT INFORMATION AND FIGHT 

AGAINST THE DILAGANT 
DISINFORMATION, a serious cause of the 

disaster in Salento



INFOXYLELLA
Pagina Facebook
Sito Web  www.infoxylella .it The post of record: >

300.000 persons

on FACEBOOK: 
today > 15.000 

followers



2019



DOWNLOAD THE BROCHURE IS INTENDED TO INFORM CITIZENS 
ABOUT THE MEASURES FOR CONTAINMENT AND PREVENTION OF THE 

EPIDEMIC

Verified in its contents by the Phytosanitary Observatory Service and 
sponsored by the Councillor for Agri-food Resources of the Puglia 

Region, it is an immediate and concise dissemination tool made available 
free of charge, for printing or even just publication in electronic format on 
websites, for local administrations, companies, producer organisations, 

associations, etc. 

Requests for a customizable file with your own logo on the cover should 
be sent by email to:

redazione@infoxylella.it o info@infoxylella.it.

(download at the link https://bit.ly/2U4GB5R)

2020



Support is intended as sharing the site's goals
and objectives and possibly also, at each
individual's discretion, as a willingness to
collaborate externally with the editorial staff of
infoxylella.it.

Facsimile

FOLLOW and BECOME 
A SUPPORTER of 

INFOXYLELLA





Limits of the information

• A very complex topic in constant evolution that
requires specialists (journalist, technicians,
officers, researchers)

• Risk of decline in public attention along the years
• Spectacularization and polarization of 

information, especially on TV
• Needs of costant efforts in the right times
• Trained people and specific resources/fundings
• Low awareness about its importance



CONTRAST (Eradication/Containment Measures) 

1. Monitoring (Informations i.e. Host range, Funds, Organization, Staff, 
Sampling protocols, Diagnosys, Labs)

2. Elimination of infected plant/inoculum source (Law, Funds, 
Organization, Staff, Producers communication) / Opposition by 
misinformation and conspiracism, appeals to administrative court 
(institutional conflict between Phytosanitary and Justice activities)

3. Control of Vectors (Information i.e. spittlebug life cycle, Law, 
Monitoring of vectors, Funds, Organization, Controls & Sanctions). 
Measure compulsory for farmers (any reimbursment of costs) + local
administrations (very scarse participation and bad example for 
farmers)

4. Plant movement limitation /  restriction and compulsory measures for 
Nurseries (Info, Law, Funds, Organization, Controls)

5. Prohibition of planting "host" species (no communication and
controls), in 2018 overcame for 2 resistant olive cvs (Leccino & FS17), 
almond and cherry (thanks to the results of the research)

CONTAINMENT 
STRATEGY

on
5 PILLARS
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5Vector contrast and elimination of inoculum sources31.A
20Removal of dried out plants for XF in the infected area42.A
40Replanting and conversion through resistant olive cultivars62.B

25Conversion to other crops (used by the Ministry for a District Contract1)72.C

5
Protection of secular or monumental olive trees (overgrafting with resistant
cultivar, 140€/plant)

82.D

120
Income support: Compensatory interventions for agricultural enterprises
(with damages >30% and for max 3 year. Managed by ARIF through a portal)

92.E

35
Compensations in favor of oil mills (max in a 3-year period. Managed
through the Paying Agency AGEA)

10 142.F

5
Support for active nurseries in the demarcated area for investment for
protection/prevention

152.G

5Supply chain and district contracts163.A

5
Diversification of the rural economy and land consolidation (including
support to activities of valorization of olive wood and landscape)

173.B

5Communication and information (Inherent to the Regeneration Plan)184.A

20
Research and experimentation (with priority on identifying other resistant or
tolerant cultivars)

194.B

5Strengthening the network of public laboratories205.A
5Monitoring and diagnostics215.B

NATIONAL PLAN 
funded on June 2020

14 measures

The majority for
compensations (5 

measures for 185m€) 
and regeneration (4 

for 75M€) 
much less for 

research (1 for 20M€), 
contrast (3 for 15M€) 
and prevention (5M€)

300 M€ 
sum funded but not

according real needs
and 

calculation/estimation



SURVEILLANCE 

Public Monitoring & Sampling (Plant hosts, Funds, Organization, Staff, 
Sampling protocols, Diagnosys, Labs)

Volunteer surveillance and reporting symptoms (lack of information, a 
communication system, involvement/participation of local administrations)

Increased controls on the borders and EU entry points for planting material

Prevention
Institutional communication of eradication/containment measures
Institutional information (seminars, use of media and social media)



COMMUNICATION / PREVENTION / INFORMATION GAPS (2019)

• Funds available but scarse. Late and very limited use of the resources available (lack of political will) 

• Limits in communication and scarse synergy/cooperation among Institutions (EU/National/regional
government, Ministries, Local authorities)

• Low awareness, will, determination and action of National/Regional Government and Policy

• Scarse involvement and awareness of local administrations and civil society

• Weakness and passivity of producers, other stakeholders and their representatives (limited protests and 
request for funds and compensations / reimbursement / regeneration) 

• Scarse attention of public and private National Media

• Bad role/influence of social media in spreading fake news, missinformation, conspiracy theories



2014 2020-2021

Feb 2022

17 ott 2023



The MISINFORMATION is still active

2015

2025



ATTENTION to the false cures



“Beyond Xylella, Integrated Management
Strategies for Mitigating Xylella fastidiosa
impact in Europe”

Bexyl Project

Analysis of results, weakness points and limits in the
coordination and implementation of EU/national
strategies to Xf outbreaks response

Task 8.1

GENERAL OBJECTIVE is to identify key factors of success, critical points
and limits in the RESPONSE to the different Xylella fastidiosa
outbreaks/epidemics in Mediterranean Countries. This could be useful
to LEARN THE LESSON for the improvement of legislation and strategies
to limit the spread of Xf and other quarantine harmful organisms



Information / Communication 

• We started with the online search of newspaper articles, directly
from official websites archives

• Searching for data about public relevance of the different media
(public, n. of printed copy for press, auditel, demoscope, etc.)

• Interviews to journalists specialized on Xylella epidemic.





Change in strategy and perspectives



PREVENTION

• Regeneration of 
agriculture with 
species/crops/ 
cvs immune or 
resistant/tolerant

• Genetic diversity

• Agroecosystem
resilience

• Monitoring
• Comunication
• Containment actions
• Organization / Controls

• Information
• Surveillance/Monitoring
• Vector’s population control
• Spread of resistant varieties



Prevention of passive transport of adult vectors

Vector’s control 
mechanical+chemical

FREE Zone Zona INFETTACONTAINMENTBUFFER

Vector’s control just raccommended
in 2020 – compulsory (only

mechanical) in 2021

Vector’s control just raccommended in 
2020 – compulsory (only mechanical)
in 2021



PUBLIC AND POLITICAL AWARENES AND WILL

RESPONSABILITY

Not an IDEOLOGICAL issue but only a serious 
TECHNICAL / PHYTOSANITARY problem
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A CHANGE OF PACE AND MENTALITY IS STILL 
NEEDED IN THE FIGHT AGAINST THE EPIDEMIC

SINGLE ACTIONS COLLECTIVE ACTIONS
(cooperative / amministrazioni locali / distretti-province-

regioni / politica agricola stato)



IDEAL ACTION PLAN to combat the epidemic:

1. POLITICAL AND INSTITUTIONAL AWARENESS of the severity of the epidemic, of the enormous potential risk, of the unavoidable
and necessary application of the containment measures, of the urgency to intervene promptly and effectively.

2. Strong common DETERMINATION and WILL of success.
3. COORDINATION of institutions / forces / bodies called to manage the contrast and prevention on the territory (EU, government,

region, provinces, municipalities)
4. INFORMATION / COMMUNICATION capillary and constant, conducted with innovative and effective tools
5. PREVENTION and PREPARATION OF TERRITORIES free but close to demarcated areas
6. COMPETENT HUMAN RESOURCES (especially with the SFR) for the coordination and implementation of law enforcement

measures.
7. FINANCIAL RESOURCES adequate for the implementation of containment measures and the rapid restoration of damage, the

revitalization of infected areas
8. DIRECT INVOLVEMENT and LIABILITY OF ALL THE TERRITORY as citizens, farmers, representatives, associations,

administrators, men and forces of the state who must fulfill the obligations and participate / assist in the implementation of the law
enforcement

9. ADEQUATE REGULATORY FRAMEWORK, legislative measures also extraordinary, simplified and promptly adapted to the
evolution of the situation

10. SYSTEM of CONTROL AND SANCTIONS adequate and effective (in terms of human, financial and instrumental resources).
11. SIMPLIFIED ADMINISTRATIVE AND PROCEDURAL CONTEXT adapted to the urgency and timeliness of the interventions both for

the implementation of the containment measures and for the restoration of damage, restoration and relaunching in the infected areas
12. Trust, collaboration and support (also financial) for RESEARCH

All elements essential and necessary at the same time


