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sort of mini Marfa, Texas, here. When our
boat pulls up to the crescent-shaped harbor
lined with old stone houses and kids splash-
ing around in the sea, Miro, a recent art his-
tory grad who runs Von Habsburg’s office in
Dubrovnik, points to the biggest hill. “Can
you see it?" he asks, referring to the rectan-
gular pavilion with a membrane of wooden
slats that Von Habsburg commissioned the
English architect David Adjaye to build
for artist Olafur Eliasson’s light installa-
tion. Miro, motioning toward the tip of the
island. points to a rather Gothic-looking
abandoned monastery and fortress tucked
strategically into the pines. There Von Habs-
burg is planning an arts center, with a pricey
renovation of the old halls and passageways
already under way. Ashore, her small guest-
house, La Villa, is simple and refined, with
only the generous proportions of the build-
ing and its sea view as extras. We visit Von
Habsburg’s Renaissance garden, with its

new tomato plants and orange trees: archi-

tect Frangois Roche has plans Lo convert it
one day soon into a “toxic garden” of poi-
sonous plants. A golf cart taxi skillfully navi-
gates a palm- and flower-shaded lane to take
us to the otherside of the island for a swim. [
can see why Von Habsburgset up here.

ONTENEGRO HAS THE FEEL-
ing of an old family estate being
sold off by cash-strapped relatives
who are waiting patiently—slightly hope-
ful, slightly scared—for the suits to show
up with their surveyors and bulldozers.
A small country of 650.000 that declared
independence [rom Serbia two years ago,
it has steep green mountains with ancient
fortresses and charming old cities built
into the rocks that sit regally above the sun-
glimmering Adriatic. You couldn’t dream
up a more vacation-perfect setting. Freshly
paved roads lead past roadside graves and
by signs for turnoffs to monasteries and
looming Russian-language billboards ad-
vertising Sunset Village and other villa de-
velopments. In the night sky. a number of
cranes are outlined in blinking lights as if
they were an attraction in themselves. Dur-
ing the day. busloads of Chinese Lourists
in oversized sun visors clog lookout points
across the highway from campgrounds
wherelocals stay in 1960s-era campers.
With the euro as the nationalcurrency and
fairly relaxed visa requirements and tax laws,
the government seems to be fast-tracking
the country into the next Malta or Monaco.
“In ten vears, Montenegro will be one of the
richest countriesin Europe. They getit,”says
Mike Shore, the brand manager of Porto
Montenegro, Canadian billionaire Peter
Munk’s $650 million luxury marina devel-
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opment with a Four Seasons hotel in the
Bay ol Kotor. Onmy tour of the place, it still
looks like the old Communist-era navy yard
it once was, with a few submarines beached
on the sun-cracked pavement next to piles of
old filing cabinets and computers. Down the
coast is the swank red-roofed resort isle of
Sveti Stephan. a 1950s playground for movie
stars and the super rich that Amanresorts
took over two years ago. After an ultraluxe
lace-lift. itis scheduled to open this spring.
The new buyers are mainly Russian
President Putin recently valued Russian in-
vestments in Montenegro al about two bil-
lion dollars. In the seaside resort of Becici,

just south of the historic town of Budva,

a Russian company last year unveiled its
gleaming Splendid Hotel. thecountry’s first
live-star property. The exterior resembles
a shopping mall, with big beige wedding-
cake tiers. Inside. everything is high glossed
and overdesigned. with marble floors, crys-
tal snowflake chandeliers dangling four sto-
ries, and gold-painted walls as if Philippe
Starck had come through on steroids. After
dinner at the hotel’s Japanese restaurant, |
leave the property for a stroll on the board-
walk by the sea. There are fast-food stands,
divey open-air nightclubs with live bands,
and a waterslide next to a vacant lot where
Russian developers hope to erect a Kem-
pinski hotel. I find a beach club with worn
yellow umbrellas and rows of sun chairs
empty for the night. I pick one to lounge in
under the stars so I can take in the view and
set a landmark on the mountains, knowing
thatinafew years this will be an entirely dif-
ferent world. ]
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entrance, Barbara Farnsworth Bookseller
is full of nooks and comfy corners, with
books more or less everywhere. We lingered
there. doing nothing special, until our
group started feeling peckish. The sun had
come out. so we trundled a few steps down
the road to sit outside at the Wandering
Moose Cale and eat waffles and watch the
river and various people running by.

The Minx and 1 are not particularly
athletic. Leflt to our own devices, we might
wander back to the bookstore via the farm-
ers’ market. But our better halves on this
trip were our adolescent sons, whose ap-
petites needed more than waffles. In sum-
mer, the river accommodates canoeing, an
activity that seemed both dignified and di-
verting. The Minx, who loves nothing more
than a party, suggested making a day of it:
We'd invite another friend along and her
teens, and we'd all go have a lovely Junch
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Cruise through Europe
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unique way to let Europe unfold
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