SPEAKING POINTS FOR Mr HERMANN SPITZ, HEAD OF COOPERATION SECTION, DELEGATION OF THE EUROPEAN UNION TO MONTENEGRO
Press conference related to the launch of 1st Call for proposals for Measure 1 ('Investments in physical assets of agricultural holdings') under IPARD 
Kuce Rakica, 26th of February 2018 at 11.00
Dear Minister Simović, dear Guests, ladies and gentlemen from the press,

· Both the EU Delegation and the Ministry of Agriculture have been talking about IPARD for a while. Today marks the end of the talk and the start of the real, tangible work.
· This event is the opportunity to once again welcome Montenegro's good work in achieving the entrustment of budget implementation tasks for IPARD II (measures 1 and 3) end of last year. A long procedure which has been achieved following hard work and commitment to the process from the Ministry of agriculture – working hand-in-hand with DG AGRI and the EU Delegation. It is now time for the practical test.
· So far you had the opportunity to support more than 450 farmers and around 50 companies through IPARD-Like 1 and 2 with a budget of around 8 MEUR. It is now time to properly launch the real IPARD programme.

· With today announcement targeting 'Investments in physical assets of agricultural holdings', you have a tool to address the farming community but also indirectly the whole population of Montenegro. A recent survey among EU citizens in 28 member states acknowledged that a clear majority of citizens (55%) see "providing safe, healthy and good quality food" as one of the main responsibilities of farmers. That should not be much different if you ask the same question in this country and IPARD can help farmers to deliver such expectation.
· Today is the first step of a kind of marathon. The 1st call for proposals focusing on 1 single measure is about to be launched but there is more to come in the coming months. We indeed expect the other IPARD measure 'Investments in physical assets concerning processing and marketing of agricultural and fishery products' to be officially launched very soon.
· At the same time, work within the Ministry aiming at getting the 5 other measures such as diversification or LEADER to be entrusted should speed up to ensure there is enough time for their implementation. Today is a milestone but there is still a lot of work ahead of us to allow the agricultural sector and the rural communities to benefit from IPARD and ultimately improve the conditions of people living in rural areas. 
· While IPARD has the potential to transform your agriculture sector, effectively implementing the programme will also displays your ability to manage and control EU funds, which is important in the alignment process and prepares you for membership of the EU.
· With a clear perspective of joining the EU during the next programming period Montenegro should take the chance to prove that it is able to fully implement the current IPARD II programme and spend the related funds as a stepping-stone to the much larger funds available when a member state.
· Going forward, the communication sets out concrete plans and a commitment to increase our support, through six flagship initiatives one of them being socio-economic development which includes rural development.
· The IPARD programme is truly yours now and if we will of course continue to provide needed support to fulfil our shared goal, i.e. preparing  the Ministry in view of being able to fully implement the Common Agricultural Policy once Montenegro joins the EU, it is now you responsibility as an administration and as a sector to show that you can deliver and make good use of the money available.
· I am really looking forward seeing many projects to be promoted very soon, making the support of the EU to the sector truly visible. Best of luck!



3

